
Our agenda for the general 

meeting of the Brandywine Hills 

Community Association will 

include:   

Learn about Wilmingtonõs 

òClimate Sustainability 

Initiativeó and how you can 

reduce your own energy 

consumption footprint.  Dawn 

Thompson is a consultant for 

Wilmingtonõs climate 

sustainability initiative.  She 

will let us know what the city 

is doing and what we can do, 

personally, to reduce our 

energy consumption. 

Representatives of the  

Wilmington Police 

Department will update us on 

criminal activity in the 

neighborhood.  

Committee Reports 
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Recycling Your Yard Waste 

There are frequently questions 

from residents about the 

procedures for yard waste 

collection in the city.  At our last 

BHCA General Meeting, this 

subject was discussed and there 

was a suggestion for a specific 

yard waste pickup day for 

Brandywine Hills.  The 

Department of Public Works is 

willing to consider this option, 

but we need your feedback.  

Would you like to have a 

regular pickup for yard waste?  

Would you use it? Please see 

more info inside! 
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Message from the BHCA Board & Officers  

 Greetings Neighbors!  On behalf of the 

residents of Brandywine Hills, we extend our 

condolences to City Councilman Charles Potter 

and his family, upon the death of his brother.  

We also extend our gratitude for a $500 

donation received from Councilman Potter to 

BHCA.  It is greatly appreciated.  

 A previous donation received from 

Councilman Potter, for signs for Brandywine 

Hills, will purchase Neighborhood Watch 

signs.  The Wilmington Police Department has 

agreed to install signs and provided us with 

samples of approved 

signs.  The first signs will 

be installed on the streets 

that currently have 

trained Block Watch 

volunteers.  If you would 

like to be trained to be a 

Block Watch volunteer, 

please contact any one of 

our officers or board members.   

 We also extend our gratitude to Allan 

Rusten, who recently served as our Vice 

President, and to Bev Randolph, who recently 

served on the Board.  Allan and his wife are 

moving out of Brandywine Hills.  Please check 

out the Tidbits for more information about 

Allan and his many years of service to 

Wilmington.  Bev Randolph is a very busy 

mother , who is not able to find time to serve on 

the Board any longer.  Bev has previously 

served as secretary for BHCA.  She was also the 

organizer behind some of our past social 

events, like the Spring Egg Hunt for the 

youngest children and past neighborhood 

parties.  Thank you both! 

 The BHCA Board and Officers frequently 

make pleas for help from residents.  We need 

more residents to get involved.  If you would 

like to serve on the Board, on the Property 

Committee or another committee, or be a 

candidate for office, please make your 

feelings known, and if possible, please come 

out to the October meeting.  

As mentioned on the front page of the newsletter, a suggestion  for a specific yard waste pickup 

day in Brandywine Hills was raised at the last BHCA General Meeting.  The Department of 

Public Works is willing to look at the feasibility of this suggestion.   We need your feedback!!!  

We need to know if you would use it, and if you did, provide an estimate of how much yard 

waste (branches, weeds, grass, and leaves) you would put out per week, or every other week.  It 

is very important that this be a Brandywine Hills ONLY participation.  I am told there are 

residents in other neighborhoods who have actually invited relatives or friends, who do not live 

in the city, to leave their trash at their address for city pickup.  If we are able to get this service, 

we must not abuse it.   Please email your comments to ellenc4000@cs.com.  Current trash 

schedule and procedures are inserted in this newsletter. We will continue to receive our regular 

fall leaf vacuum pickup service.  

Do You Want a Special Yard Waste Pickup Day?  
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Brandywine Hills Tidbits by Marion Rechsteiner  

 This is your newsletter editor serving again 

as the substitute for our more witty and clever 

òTidbitsó writer, Marion Rechsteiner .  We 

welcome Marion home from an extended stay in 

Manor Care, but she is still not feeling up to 

writing for the newsletter.  The Board and 

officers send our greetings to you, Marion, and to 

Conrad.  The neighborhood misses your 

contributions to the newsletter, Marion, and if 

there is anything we can do to help both you and 

Conrad, let us know.  

 

 I have to get out 
and see this musical 
extravaganza!   

 One of our own 
residents, Paul 

Pinckett,  who is 12 
years old, is 
performing in this 
stage production.   

 The play will run 
from October 14th thru 
November 1st.  Paul is 

currently under contract to give 22 performances. 
He will be tap dancing, singing and acting. 
Congratulations Paul and to your parents, also!  

 

 Goodbye and best wishes to Allan Rusten 

and his wife, Terri , who will be moving out of 

Brandywine Hills.  We will miss them and we 

will especially miss Allanõs service to the 

neighborhood and the City of Wilmington.  Allan 

has been active in Delaware civic affairs since 

1952, when he was news director for the radio 

station WDEL.  He led the Greater Wilmington 

Development Council in 1968.  He was also Chief 

Administrative Officer for Mayor Harry Haskell, 

Jr.  For 30 years, he was a management 

consultant to city and county governments 

throughout the United States, and in 2005, he 

completed an analysis of the Wilmington Police 

Department.  In his report, he concluded that the 

force did not have enough òbeat copsó to be 

familiar with residents in city neighborhoods.  

Allan Rusten is a graduate of Temple University 

and he received his masters in public 

administration from Central Michigan 

University.  He is still active as a teacher and 

lecturer at the Academy of Lifelong Learning.  

 

 Our condolences to Edgar Huffman who lost 

his wife, Mary Elaine Jones Huffman, in June, 

after a valiant six-year struggle with lupus and its 

complications.  Edgar and Mary were married 

more than 38 years and Edgar still lives on 

Coverly Road.  Mary was a graduate of the 

Tatnall School and Goucher College. In 1958, she 

began a 35-year career with the DuPont 

Company, chiefly in public affairs, which 

concluded with her teaching diversity training 

classes, nationally, and effective oral presentation 

courses in Seoul, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Taiwan and 

Singapore. Her affection for the people she met in 

South Korea inspired her to study their language. 

A voracious reader, she was very interested in 

French, Russian, and English history and 

literature. Her passion for the arts included 

acting in local Lyceum Players productions of 

Shakespeare. 

Do you have a tidbit to share? Please pass it on.  
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 In the late 1980s and early 1990s, the newsletter sold 

space to local businesses and contractors, to underwrite some 

of the cost to produce the newsletter and also to provide a 

service for residents.  We  renewed that effort in 2008.  We 

will publish ads for organizations, businesses and contractors 

that are recommended by a resident, so pass this on to your 

favorite plumber, painter, electrician, or organization..   

 The Executive Committee and Board agreed to charge 

$200 for a full page, $100 for half page, and $25 for business 

card size.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 

ellenc4000@cs.com for more information.  We reserve the 

right to refuse advertising copy. 

 Ads requested by neighborhood children, lost and 

found, or announcements from residents about neighborhood 

related activities will be included at no cost. 

 Reminder!  Changes to the exterior of your home and 

any major landscaping projects must be approved by 

the Property Committee.  The Department of Licenses 

and Inspections will not provide you with a work 

permit, if you do not have verification that the project 

has been approved by the Property Committee.  Save 

yourself some hassles and contact the Property 

Committee first before starting any project.  We also 

invite you to volunteer to serve on the Property 

Committee. Contact Linda Gray, BHCA President.  


