A Message From Our President

This is our annual newsletter that goes out to all
residents of Sunset Park, which includes 1,373
residences as of September 2009. As | did last
gear, I'd like to report on what’s been going on,
roken down by category.

Crime: We're very fortunate to live in a neighbor-
hood with ver_Y low crime statistics relative to the
rest of the city, and although our neighborhood
isn’t immune to crime, the crime reports provided
at our membership meetings by the Tampa Police
reveal that the crime rate indeed continues to be
low in the SPAHA area.

Traffic: Input was provided regarding strengthen-
ing_the enforcement of the laws regarding truck
traffic on West Shore, including a recommendation
that more conspicuous signs be placed at the
north-south entrances to this_street, as_well as
adding additional signs at El Prado and Euclid to
inform_truckers that trucks are not allowed on
West Shore unless they have specific work to be
performed in the area.

Environmental: It's a little known fact that, within
e oundaries, approximately one-third of
the sewage for the city is pumped to what is called
the San Carlos pumping station. Sewage is
pumped from an area encompassing Hlllsborou%h
Avenue to the North, MacDill Air Force Base to the
south, Old Tampa Bay to the west and Dale Mabry
Highway to the east. The sewage is then pumped
via a pipe four feet in diameter to the wastewater
treatment plant located at the Port of Tampa.

This station, located at the corner of Manhattan
and San Carlos, has in years past been the sub-
ject of numerous complaints regarding significant
odors emanating from the station. Although this
situation has improved noticeably in recent years,
the neighboring residents have just brought it to
our attention that the odor problem still exists.

Consequently{{ SPAHA members will be looking
further into this matter to see what can be done
once and for all to resolve this situation.

Beautification:  All four of the Sunset Park
neighborhood dgatew.ay signs have now been
cleaned up and repainted. However, the sign at
the corner of San Jose and West Shore is ac_ill}(
tilted, and a grant application has been made wit
Hillsborough County to help pay for straightening
the sign while repairing the brick at the base of the
sign.

Neighborhood Events: Last November year we
had a dinner meeling at CDB’s Southside Restau-
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rant for SPAHA members, and the event was
such a success that we’ve decided to make the
dinner an annual event, and it will once more
be held at CDB’s, on November 10th. This
meeting will provide a report to members on
our onﬁomg activities, and will also serve as a
“town hall” type of meeting to invite feedback
on the issues affecting SPAHA members.

This event is free to SPAHA members, but the
space is limited to 50 people, so please let us
know early so that we can reserve your name.
We will be promoting the event via the internet
usin% a program called Evite, but if you don’t
use the internet, please call Judy Rothburd at
837-5183 or Carrie Grimail at 281-0616 to con-
mml_tr][at you are coming, and we’ll put you on
e list.

Lastly, enclosed is a survey on SPAHA issues
and activities, to help in guiding the association
in its priorities and activities. It you can take a
minute to check off your answers and send in
the survey, this would be greatly appreciated.

Marlin #Anderson

Membership Meeting

Tuesday, November 10th, 2009
Special Dinner Meeting

—-See page 2

Location—CDB’s Southside Italian
Restaurant & Bar

3671 S. Westshore Blvd.

Please Note:

This issue of the SPAHA News is being sent
to all homeowners within our boundaries.

If you are not a member please join our asso-
ciation today. We work diligently to make our
good neighborhood even better.

2010 Dues are Due

Please complete the enclosed application & re-
turn it before January 31st.



The Sunset Park Porker

Marlin Anderson

Note: This is the sixteenth installment
in a series of articles to tell the story
of the wild pig that made Sunset Park
its home for weeks back in 2004. We
are picking up from the point where
Il 6m making another
graph the pig.
canot physically
at least try to capture him on film.

| Get Some Help From the
Wind

It's Fridax night, April 2", and
I've bought some new color film,
400 speed this time.

Even though my daughter Gloria
had told me not to shine the
floodlight on the trap area, | de-
cide to take a chance and do this
again.

It's a very windy night, and the
pig shows up again at the trap.

| set up my camera on manual
focus, because with such low
light, the autofocus on my cam-
era would be constantly readjust-
ing itself, and I'd get no pictures.

| make some other manual ad-
justments to cause the shutter to
stay open for several seconds
each time | snap a picture.

| also use a flash this time. |
learned.

ile of

| set the camera on a big )
point

books to keep it steady, an
it at the trap.

Thanks to the wind, which cre-
ates so much noise with the wind
itself and the rustling of leaves
and branches, the pig can’t hear
my camera, and I'm able to shoot
an entire roll of film.

Then | shoot some video on my
camcorder, before the pig is star-
tled by something and leaves.

This time, the pig is clearly visible
in both the photos and the video.

News Channel 8 Sees the Pig

| called a couple of TV stations
about the video, and Channel 8
sends out Dave Krout, who picks
up the pig video and then does a
short interview in front of my
house for the news.

After finishing the interview, we
talk for about twenty minutes
about the whole pig story. | go
back inside, and almost immedi-

ately the doorbell rings again.
Dave had seen the pig!

The pig had a?parently been
watching the two of us talk, and as
soon as | went inside, he decided
to come out.

Dave tells me that the pig had just
walked across the street as he was
putting his equipment away.
attempt to photo-

| 6 Aevongaa éniadreick drivesaup, sayr
c aipa “Lisaw the pidd | saw the pig!” ~ ¢

David grabs his camera again and
heads down the street after the pig.
So does the woman. The pig was
already gone by this time, unfortu-
nately.

That evening News Channel 8 ran
the interview and the first video
footage of the pig.

A few days later, the second trap-
per who earlier told me that my trap
was no_good decides to come by
and visit me again. He tells me
that after we spoke the second time
and | went back inside the house,
tr%e ptlg came out and crossed the
street.

I'm told that pigs don’t have great
eyesight, but it's now pretty clear
to me that the pig had been watch-
ing me on three separate occa-
sions. He definitely knows who |

am.
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Membership Dues

We have enclosed a membership ap-
plication and return envelope for pay-
ment of 2010 dues. This form may be
used for renewal or new members.
For existing members dues are delin-
quent if not paid prior to January 31%.
For new members , payment of dues
after November 1% entitles you to
membership for the remainder of 2009
and all of 2010.

Also, please contribute to one or more
of our Aspeci al

| Bar.
a N"SPAHA board and your

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP
DINNER

MEETING

For SPAHA members
only, SPAHA is sponsor-
ing a dinner for our No-
vember 10" membership
meeting at CDB’s South-
side Italian Restaurant &
Come meet the

neighbors, and learn
about ongoing SPAHA
projects. Feedback will
also be invited on various
issues which you would
like to see addressed by
the association.

For those who are not yet
SPAHA members, we will
have 2010 membership ap-
plications available at the
door.

Location — CDB’s Southside
[talian Restaurant & Bar

3671 S. West Shore Blvd.
Start time — 6:30 p.m.

Seating is limited, maxi-
mum of 50 people. Mem-
bers with e-mail will re-
ceive Evites, and can
RSVP on the internet. Or
you can RSVP by calling
the following numbers:

Judy Rothburd — 837-5183
Carrie Grimail — 281-0616
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Sunset Park Garden
Club
4624 Browning Ave.

Annual Flea Market &
Plant Sale

Saturday,
November 21, 2009

fundso

8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
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Green3 Ideas for the Home
Tom DiGiacomo

Replacing those old drafty windows
will do a lot to secure your home
and make it more energy efficient.
In older homes it is common to see
aluminum awning style or jalousie
windows with very thin glass panels
and, in our historic neighborhoods
double hung wood windows are
commonplace. Windows like these
are inefficient, mostly because they
allow warm air to pass through them
at the seals and, especially in the
case of aluminum windows, allow
for significant heat transfer through
conductivity.

Today’s windows are much more
efficient, providing better seals
when they are closed, and made of
products that don’t transfer heat.
They come in aluminum, vinyl and
wood, and have a host of options
including insulated double pane
glass panels, Low-e films, and ar-
gon gas. Most of these options
have been designed to decrease a
window’s thermal conductivity stop-
ping the heat outside from transfer-
ring into your home. In Florida’'s
humid climate vinyl window frames
are a very good value because they
are less conductive, and do not re-
quire the maintenance and upkeep
that wood windows require. For ad-
ditional security, impact resistant
windows available for storm protec-
tion.

Replacing windows on your home is
actually easier than you might think.
The first thing the contractor will do
is field measure the existing window
openings because standard com-
modity sizes typically will not fit tight
enough. The windows will be cus-
tom sized for each opening, but this
is a standard process and is not
overly expensive. When the win-
dows arrive, one by one the old
glass will be removed, the frames
collapsed and removed and the new
windows installed. The process
usually only requires some caulking
around the inside and outside re-
turns, but may occasionally require
some patching of the stucco or trim

boards if some pops loose during
the removal process.

Tax credits are available to help
offset the cost of the installation.
For more information on available
tax credits go to :

/www.energystar.qgov.
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Keeping Our Streets Beauti-
ful and Safe

By Ari Fitzgerald

Our streets and sidewalks are the
corridors to our larger home—
Sunset Park Area. Just as we en-
sure the hallways in our homes
are clean, welcoming, and safe,
we all have a role to play to en-
sure that our streets reflect the
grace of the homes in our
neighborhood. What are things
You Can Do to keep Sunset
Park’s streets beautiful and safe?

Per Tampa city ordinance, it is
unlawful for any person to place in
or upon any place, street, side-
walk, alley, landing, wharf or pier
owned or controlled by the city
and located within the city limits
any article or thing without a per-
mit, unless such article or thing is
otherwise authorized by law. What
might be included? Trash (of
course), booths, recreational vehi-
cles not currently in use (scooters,
bicycles, boats, trailers, etc.),
“safety cones” and “Slow, Children
Playing” signs. But did you know
that yard waste is included? It is,
so don’'t throw your weeds,
branches, palm fronds, leaves,
etc. in the street.

Other things you can do (or refrain
from doing) include the following:

1) Do not blow yard waste into
storm drains. The drains get
plugged and the streets flood
in heavy downpours. It takes
very heavy equipment to clean
them out, so save taxpayer
money and city time, by help-
ing to keep storm drains clear.

2) Use care when placing trash
3

cans at the curb. The City of
Tampa’s brochure on the auto-
mated refuse collection system
recommends placing your blue
trash cans three (3) feet from
the curb. If they’re three feet
from the curb, that means they
shouldn’t be on the street.

3) Street parking of recrea-
tional vehicles and boats is
typically not allowed for peri-
ods exceeding 24 hours. The
City requires that boats be
parked at the side or rear of a
property, but there are limited
exceptions. For more informa-
tion, see: Sec. 27-129 of the
Municipal Code of Ordinances
for the City of Tampa.

An added bonus to keeping
the streets free from obstruc-
tions such as vehicles and
trashcans is that the street
sweepers have unfettered ac-
cess to give our streets a little
extra sparkle.

*Most of this information ap-
plies equally to sidewalks, too.
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SPAHA BOUNDARIES

Northern Boundary : South
Wall of Culbreath Isles and
Culbreath Bayou.

Southern Boundary : Both
sides of Leona plus Laurel
Rd. and the 3300 block of

Omar.

Eastern Boundary : West side
of Manhattan Ave. from Nep-
tune south to Leona.

Western Boundary : Tampa
Bay

If you own and reside in your
home within these boundaries,
you are eligible for member-
ship in SPAHA and we invite
you to join.
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RESPOND

W° RESPOND is our

neighborhood police patrol. We
currently have six hour patrols on the weekends.
When on duty our RESPOND officer has a cell phone
we supply and is always just a quick call from your
home. We will increase patrols as our RESPOND
membership increases. Membership dues are only
$120 per year. ($20.00 additional for an optional RE-
SPOND vyard sign. This is a real bargain as each six
hour patrol cost over $200.00.

As a member you receive a schedule of the monthly
patrols and the phone number for the cell phone. The
officer is given a list of RESPOND member addresses
and phone numbers and will pay close attention to
your home during their patrols. The more members
we have in the program, the more patrols we can
schedule each month. Join today .

In addition, if you advise us when you will be on vaca-
tion or out of town we will ask the RESPOND officer
to make a physical check of your home as he patrols
our area. Remember, when the RESPOND officer is
on duty the officer is only a few streets from your
home.

This is an excellent program and we encourage you
to participate. If you have any questions please e-mail
us at wjohns7@tampabay.rr.com or call 837-8011
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Neighborhood Watch:

Neighborhood Watch Coordinator  is:
Ann Johnson - 837-8011

The Quadrant Leaders are:

NE - Danelle & Jody Barksdale 281-0145
NW- Open

SE - Valerie Morales - 832-4046

SW - (below River Dundee) - Earlene Shofi - 831-
0116

SW - (above River Dundee)- Judy Rothburd - 837-
5183

We still need a Quadrant leader for the northwest
section of our area. Please call Ann Johnson and
volunteer. We need to maintain an active
Neighborhood Watch. Please call and volunteer.
This is not a time consuming commitment.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

Community Policing

SPAHA is located in TPD District 1. The
District 1 office is located at 3818 Tampa
Bay Blvd. The office is staffed 24 hours/7
days each week.

Numbers you should know are:
Shift Commander  ----- 354-6698
Captain Hugh Miller 6 354-6697

General office information  ----- 354-
6600

Needless to say, in the event of an
emergency, always call 911. However,
for non-emergency assistance, such as to
report something suspicious on your
street, neighborhood disturbances, fire-
works being discharged, or other non-
emergency problems, call 231-6130, or If
you are a member of RESPOND and the
RESPOND officer is on duty, call the cell-
phone number provided to you when you
signed up for RESPOND

Please slow down!!!

What don’t your

understand about

25mph?

SPAHAMAN



bﬁScenec‘) i n our

Carrie Grimail & Ari Fitzgerald

| saw this sharp-eyed hunter perched on a Sunset
Park home before he saw me. Unlike the
“snowbirds” that land in Florida for the winter, the
magnificent red-shouldered hawk is a year-round
resident around these parts. Sunset Park’s dense
trees and proximity to the water make it an ideal
habitat for this medium-sized raptor. This hawk is
perfectly suited for hunting with keen vision, a
broad, strong wingspan, and long legs with sharp
talons. Its striking appearance featuring coppery
shoulders, a long tail with narrow black and white
bands, and the aforementioned wingspan make it a
formidable sight indeed. The hawk's distinctive call
is a repeated kee-yeer frequently substituted in
movies for the cry of a bald eagle. Red-shoulders
are precise hunters that like to swoop down from
their perches or open fields directly onto small
mammals, small birds, lizards, fish and even in-
sects. They are a welcome part of the Sunset Park
habitat

Georgetown Property

As you are aware, the large development planned
on the Georgetown apartment complex property is
not going to happen. Instead, there is a possibility
approximately half the property will be converted to
a public park. This would be great for all of Tampa
and especially South Tampa.

The key to making this happen is if ELAPP funds
will be made available to assist in the purchase of
the approximately 80 acres that would be used as a
public facility.

To help make that happen, please contact all the
county commissioners and ask that they approve
the purchase. All the citizens in Hillsborough County
pay the tax to support ELAPP, however, to our
knowledge no ELAPP purchases have ever been
made in the city of Tampa using ELAPP funds.

Please e-mail, write or call the commissioners and
ask that they approve the purchase. Please do this
as soon as possible. E-mail contact
www.hillsboroughcounty.org

Nei ghborho?ﬁ'ﬁES

The tree canopy in our area is one of our most
beautiful assets We must do every thing within
our power to protect them. Sometime it ap-
pears we have a tendency to over trim them. A
tour of some of the areas around Tampa will
quickly show you some of the extremely beauti-
ful large oak trees. It seems that many of the
most beautiful trees are in areas where, for
economic reasons, the owners of the property
do not continuously trim the trees.

To help protect the trees the City has estab-

|l i shed a tree fAhotlineod
trimming or removal. The number is 258-TREE
(8733).

The hotline will be answered and responded to
during regular business hours and in the eve-
nings and on weekends. Regular business
hours for inspectors are 7:30 a.m. 1 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. We realized many
trees are trimmed or cut illegally in the evenings
and on weekends. Therefore, work hours have
been adjusted and a team of dedicated and ex-
perienced city inspectors will respond to all
calls.

Remember that to remove any protected tree

you must obtain a permit, and to trim or re-

move a Grand Tree you must have a permit.

A permit to trim or remove a Grand Tree will not

be issued until the tree has been inspected by

the City Forester. For more information con-

nect to the City of Tampa web site
www.tampagovmetand type fitreeso
block.
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SPAHA

This issue of our neighborhood newsletter is
mailed to all residents within our boundaries. If
you are not currently a member of SPAHA
please join and help us make our neighbor-
hood the best there is.

The purpose of our association is:

> To preserve, protect and enhance the quality
and character of our neighborhood.

> To exchange and disseminate information
needed to accomplish these purposes.

> To sponsor or foster civic and social activi-
ties as approved by the membership.

> To help good neighbors become better
neighbors.



6 FIREWORKS

With the approaching New Year please re-
member that the use
within neighborhoods is illegal under state
law. State Statute 791 prohibits the use of
fireworks for any purpose except in agricul-
tural & fish hatchery operations to scare
away birds, in mining operations and rail-
roads as signaling devices. Fireworks, in
addition to being a nuisance, cause over
8500 serious injuries and over 20,000 fires
each year.

of

The Hillsborough County Legal Department
has confirmed that the use of fireworks by
i ndividuals for fent
first degree misdemeanor subject to a fine of
$1000 and up to a year in jail.

If fireworks disturb or endanger you or your
property call the Tampa Police Department
non-emergency number (231-6130) and pro-
vide them with the address of the violator.

Since it is difficult for a law enforcement offi-
cer to actually see an individual violating the
law, the letter stated if a citizen video tapes
the violation the tape will be given to the

State Attorneyébés office
tion.
Be safe, and be a good neighbor - attend

a professional fireworks display and leave
fireworks to the professionals.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

Do’s for a Good Neighborhood
>Do scoop your doggy poop
>Do obey the posted speed limits

>Do remove your empty trash containers
from the street curbs on the day of the pick

up

>Do water your lawn only on the day &
hours you are permitted - Even numbered
address-Tuesday, Odd number address
Sunday. Hours permitted are before 8 a.m.
or after 6 p.m.

>Do get a permit if you must remove a tree.
Also, get a permit to trim a grand tree.

>Do sweep up your lawn trimmings - Don’t
let them wash into the stormwater drains

>Do get involved in your neighborhood as-
sociation

Al'l Adodso make a great

6
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SPAHAGS Web Site

n eSfRI—JAOh%s' anvv%bositg. 'O{Jre\}/vx\bosictelﬁnﬁludes

information about SPAHA, and community
pages about issues and events that affect our
organization and our neighborhood, links to city
and county government officials and services,
including the Tampa Police Department, make it
a great communication channel.

> Want to tell people about an upcoming

meeting, lost pet, garage sale or an upcom-

ing event on your street?  Then post a notice

in the ACommunity Calendaro
Easily

> Want your own personal web page?

e en ol 5 h i Meet
tion rﬁ_ eglﬁpéoplé)%g]orutpygurssrgf,sytgur f(zlmslly, yl%ur
hobbies, or your interest.

> Lost a pet? Click on Animal Services - Lost
PetsinfCommunity Linkso

> Concerned about a neighborhood issue?
Talk to your neighborsi solicit new viewpoints.
Go to ATalk About [|to
discussion.

Yo

sect

> Want to keep tabs on sexual predators who
may be inyourarea? Cl i ck on fASexual
to-rBDLE in APolice and Safe

5 &Lt infih&icn' aBJuttRESPOAS Cahd'also

links to a Nursing Home Waitch list, Neighbor-
hood Watch, and many, many others.

A

0s
nee

This is our Web site - anyone canuseit-and it
easy to usel You donoét
puter skills to post information to the site - simply

fill out forms and the information is posted! All

you need is internet access - everything is in an
extremely user friendly format.

So check it out! Our Web site can be found at
www.spaha.org

Good communication builds great
neighborhoods.
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Veterans Day
Wednesday, November 11th is
Veterans Day.

Pause for a minute and honor our veterans.

They have been the protector of our freedoms
for many generations.

A great day to proudly fly our Flag.

nei ghbor.



