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Recent Car Burglaries
In the past two months Beacon Hill has had several 
incidents where unlocked cars were burglarized. 
While no one has been arrested, at one point a 
young man was caught briefl y before escaping and 
disappearing through the common areas. 

The details that we can share include:

• So far, only cars that have been left unlocked 
have been reported as burglarized 

• In each instance, the people seen inspecting 
cars or found inside cars appeared to be 
teenage boys

• In one instance, when confronted one of the 
boys ran back across Overlook Drive, retrieved 
his bicycle from behind some branches, and 
rode away

• In another instance, the boys escaped 
down the fenced area facing Beacon 
Hill Civic Association

Additional lighting has been ordered 
to better illuminate the area across 
Overlook, but in the meantime we 
need everyone to stay vigilant. If you 
see something suspicious, please dial 
911 and let the police engage the culprits 
so that an arrest can be made.

Most importantly, please remember to lock 
your cars when not in use. If there are no cars 
open to be burglarized, then they will likely 
cease coming to our neighborhood.

Reminder: Nighttime Noise
Over the past three weeks we have received 
several complaints about noise levels in the 
evening hours, especially on weeknights. 

As stated in the community’s rules and regulations: 

“No offensive activity shall be carried out within 
the townhouse unit or in the common areas, nor 
shall anything be done which is or may become an 
annoyance to the neighborhood or the other 
Residents.

Please use common sense and courtesy in 
          consideration of your neighbors, particularly 
               regarding music and parties, as noises 
                   carry readily to and from balconies, 
                       patios, and open windows.”

     Please remember that—especially 
                          during the week—most of our 
                          residents need to be up early 
                         for work and/or school and loud 
                        noise after 10pm would defi nitely 
                      qualify as “an annoyance to the 
                    neighborhood.”

               Unit owners are encouraged to handle 
any disturbances as neighborly as possible, but in 
the event that the disturbing behavior continues 
residents will be advised to contact police to have 
the situation handled. 

In order to avoid such an incident, we are 
reminding all of our residents to keep noise down 
at night, to maintain a reasonable level of volume 
when outdoors, and to instruct children about loud 
noise, especially over the coming summer months.
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To submit a news story or idea for the next issue, email bhtcfeedback@gmail.com or contact Darin Reffi tt at 302-529-9663.

BHTC Community Yard Sale

This year’s yard sale will be held on:

Saturday, May 14, 2011
8:00am - 2:00pm

Raindate: 

Saturday, May 21, 2011
8:00am - 2:00pm



President’s Message
By the time you read this, 
Council will hopefully have 
completed our spring 
walkthrough which was 
scheduled for April 30, 
weather permitting. From 
an annual plan perspective 
that keeps us on track with 
all of our deadlines to date.

In March and April, we continued our required 
maintenance and managed through some roof 
repairs and asphalt patching. We also managed 
and completed the pre-paid escrow liquidation as 
summarized on this page.

You may have also seen our new landscaping 
vendor out preparing our grounds for maintenance, 
which was also in line with our scheduled plan.

For May and June, we will be focused on getting 
our 2010 audit completed, completing the reserve 
study, getting our gutters cleaned and re-secured 
(once all of the spring blooms have fallen) and 
completing any repairs required following the 
spring inspection. We will also notify unit owners of 
any repairs required by you.

If you have any other questions or suggestions, 
please let us know!

Join us on Facebook!
Council has created an offi cial page for the BHTC 
community on Facebook. The page is named 
Beacon Hill Townhomes Condominium 
Association and it will be used to communicate 
important information to community members in 
real time. Some examples of its use will be 
reminders about special trash pickups, emergency 
arrangements for snow removal, or reminders 
about issues in the community.

Note that this is an offi cial 
page for BHTC business, and 
while comments and feedback 
are welcome, any misuse 
including but not limited to 
commercial solicitations, 
spam, or personal attacks 
will result in users being 
banned from the page.

Our page appears as a Non-Profi t Organization in 
Facebook search. Become a fan today to stay 
up-to-date on the latest information!
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Scheduled Meeting Dates
Council meetings are generally held at 6:30pm on 
the last Tuesday of the month. Agendas, including 
discussion items and location, will be distributed/
mailed no less than 14 days prior to the meeting 
date each month. Scheduled meeting dates appear 
with the monthly events on page 8. 

Unit owners are encouraged to attend our Council 
meetings. You are also welcome to submit agenda 
items to the Council for consideration. If you would 
like to opt-in to receive your agendas and meeting 
announcements via email instead of receiving a 
paper version, please email your request (from the 
email account you would like used as your contact 
point) to Virginia Mas at vmas.bhtc@gmail.com.

Audit Results
Our 2009 fi nancial audit results were approved by 
Council at the March meeting. The fi nal audit report 
is available on our website or may be requested 
from Aspen. Please contact Aspen with any 
questions or concerns about the audit results.

Pre-Paid Escrow Account Update
The pre-paid escrow account liquidation project 
closed on April 30 with the following results 
(results as of 4/29 subject to adjustment):

We have refunded $17,195 to 49 current unit 
owners, and received escrow statements showing 
$0 deposited into escrow from several others.

All but two of those 49 unit owners returned their 
liquidation forms with the required unit owner/
tenant form. Those two did receive a check or 
credit to close out the project.

We also refunded $1,584 to four former unit own-
ers who returned their required forms. 2 former 
unit owners are still owed a total of $783. While we 
were able to locate their current addresses, since 
no forms were received back from them we have 
not been able to distribute those funds, and will not 
be able to do so until a form is returned. Ultimately, 
if no form is received those accounts will need to 
be reported to Delaware state as unclaimed 
property.

The total amount refunded or still to be distributed 
totals to $19,562, and the original escrow account 
had $31,115. While the total amount to be 
transferred to our reserve account with accrued 
interest will be fi nalized in May, we estimate the 
amount to be added to our reserves at 
approximately $11,553.

Community Updates



3

Summer Tips 

Summer Maintenance Checklist
Below is a checklist of items unit owners should 
consider for this year’s maintenance, both inside 
and outside the home:

Inside the Home

 • Inspect ceiling fans and make sure blades are in 
balance

 • Repair stuck or sticking windows
 • Apply spray lubricant or silicone to window 

tracks
 • Service the air conditioner or evaporative cooler
 • Change the air conditioner fi lter
 • Have chimneys cleaned
 • Check smoke detectors and replace the 

batteries
 • Spray for insects in gaps around ducts and 

outlets
 • Close the chimney damper
 • Make sure houseplants have an 

adequate supply of water
 • Have your hot water heater 

checked
 • Lubricate locks, hinges, and 

latches
 • Test your alarm system
 • Have your dehumidifi er checked

Outside the Home

 • Notify Aspen of any external repairs 
needed

 • Examine and repair caulking in windows

In the Backyard

 • Replace rotted fl oorboards on patios and decks
 • Check to see if your deck or patio needs to be 

resealed
 • Smooth out sharp corners on patios and decks
 • Clean your barbecue
 • Inspect outdoor furniture for mildew

In the Garden

 • Water plants in the morning to prevent fungus 
and mildew

 • Check for bee infestation
 • Weed regularly
 • Trim or remove dead blossoms
 • Add a fresh layer of mulch to your garden beds

Excerpted from: http://www.livingwithmyhome.com/diy-do-it-
yourself/summer.aspx

10 Ideas for Cheap (or Free!) 
Summer Fun
1. Hit the park, beach, or local lake - Call up 

some friends if you are a single, or take the 
family.

2. Attend free local concerts and community 
events  - There are plenty of these to be found; 
search online or check your local paper.

3. Hit the library - Public libraries typically 
offer a number of interesting free classes, 
movies, and summer reading programs for 
people of all ages.

4. Sports events - Love baseball, but can’t afford 
the major league prices? Find a minor league 
game. Better yet, go out and support the local 
little league team!

5. Go camping - Not in the motorhome, 
    but traditional camping under the stars.
       Pull out the tent, throw in the hot
         dogs and whittle away on that twig
           for cooking marshmallows.       

6. Plan a BBQ/pool party - Invite 
friends. It’s half the price of 
heading out to dinner or a bar with 
friends, and likely a much more 
casual atmosphere.

7. Go hiking or biking - Most areas 
have local trails or greenbelts 
either within city limits, or close 
by that are accessible and have a 
variety of terrain for all levels of 
challenge.

8. Volunteer - If you have a passion for some-
thing specifi c, volunteering can be an extremely 
rewarding option. It feels good to give back, 
and you need only give an hour of your time if 
that is all you can donate!

9. Learn something new - Nearly everyone can 
come up with some subject that he/she has 
always wanted to know more about. Now is the 
time! And with the Internet at our fi ngertips, 
research and knowledge are only a click away. 
Nourish your brain!

10. Go to a craft fair - Arts and craft fairs, usually 
free, can stimulate many ideas for creative 
projects as well as be interesting and 
entertaining at the same time.

Excerpted from: http://www.creditinfocenter.com/word-
press/2009/06/12/ten-ideas-cheap-free-summer-fun/



4

Just for Kids!

Source: www.printactivities.com

Source: www.printactivities.com

Connect the Dots!

Get the swimmer through the goggle 
shaped maze into the pool for the 
swimming competition.
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Color me!

Word List:

BREAKFAST  LOVE
CARD    NECKTIES
DAD    NINETEEN TEN
DADDY   PHONE
DAUGHTERS  PRESENT
FATHER   SONORA DODD
GIFT    SONS
GOLF    SPORTS EQUIPMENT
GRANDFATHER  SUNDAY
JUNE   THIRD

Word Search - Father‛s Day
Find the words from the bottom in the Father‛s Day word search grid. The Father‛s Day 
words can be forwards or backwards, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal. Circle each letter 
separately, but keep in mind that letters may be used in more than one Father‛s Day word. 
When the Father‛s day puzzle is complete, read the remaining letters left to right, top to 
bottom, to learn an interesting Father‛s Day fact.

Source: www.printactivities.com

Source: www.printactivities.com
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Recipe & Barbecue Safety

Ingredients:

    2 C ketchup   2 C tomato sauce
    1 1/4 C brown sugar  1 1/4 C red wine vinegar
    1/2 C unsulfured molasses 4 tsp hickory-fl avored liquid smoke
    2 Tbsp butter   1/2 tsp garlic powder
    1/2 tsp onion powder  1/4 tsp chili powder
    1 tsp paprika   1/2 tsp celery seed
    1/4 tsp ground cinnamon  1/2 tsp cayenne pepper
    1 tsp salt    1 tsp coarsely ground black pepper

Directions:

In a large saucepan over medium heat, mix together the ketchup, tomato sauce, brown sugar, 
wine vinegar, molasses, liquid smoke and butter. Season with garlic powder, onion powder, 
chili powder, paprika, celery seed, cinnamon, cayenne, salt and pepper.

Reduce heat to low, and simmer for up to 20 minutes. For thicker sauce, simmer longer, and 
for thinner, less time is needed. Sauce can also be thinned using a bit of water if necessary. 
Brush sauce onto any kind of meat during the last 10 minutes of cooking.

Source: http://allrecipes.com/Recipe/Big-Als-KC-Bar-B-Q-Sauce/Detail.aspx
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Big Al’s K.C. Bar-B-Q Sauce  

Barbecue Safety Tips 
Nothing tastes quite like grilled foods during the 
summer, but grilling comes with some risks. The 
following safety tips are designed to guide you 
safely through the grilling process:

1) Read the owner’s manual - Always follow 
specifi c usage, assembly, and safety procedures. 
Contact the grill manufacturer if you have specifi c 
questions. 

2) Only grill outside - Barbecue grills are 
designed for outdoor use only. Never barbecue in 
your house or any enclosed area because carbon 
monoxide may accumulate and harm or kill you.

3) Use in well-ventilated area - Set up your grill 
in an open area that is away from buildings, dry 
leaves, or brush. No grills should be used on 
balconies. Be aware of wind-blown sparks.

4) Keep grill stable - When using a barbecue grill, 
be sure that all parts of the unit are fi rmly in place 
and that the grill cannot be tipped over 
accidentally.

5) Follow electric codes - If electrically-operated 
accessories are used (rotisseries, etc.), be sure 
they are properly grounded. Electrical cords should 
be placed away from walkways or anywhere people 
can trip over them.

6) Use long-handled utensils - Use barbecue 
tools with long handles to avoid burns or splatters.

7) Wear safe clothing - Wear clothing that does 
not have hanging shirt tails, frills, or apron strings 
that can catch fi re, and use fl ame-retardant mitts 
when adjusting hot vents.

8) Keep fi re under control - To put out fl are-ups, 
either raise the grid that the food is on, spread the 
coals out evenly, or adjust the controls to lower the 
temperature. If you must douse the fl ames with a 
light spritz of water, fi rst remove the food from the 
grill.

9) Be ready to extinguish fl ames - Use baking 
soda to control a grease fi re and have a fi re 
extinguisher handy. A bucket of sand or a garden 
hose should be near if you don’t have a commercial 
extinguisher.

10) Place a grill pad or splatter mat beneath 
your grill - These naturally heat resistant pads will 
protect your deck or patio from any grease that 
misses the drip pan.   

11) Never leave a grill unattended

12) Stay away from hot grill - Don’t allow 
anyone to conduct activity near the grill when in 
use or immediately following its use. The grill body 
remains hot up to an hour after being used.

13) Don’t move a hot grill - It’s easy to stumble 
or drop and serious burns could result.
Excerpted from: http://www.hpba.org/consumers/barbecue/
general-grilling-safety
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Community Information and Notices

Council Contacts
President
Darin Reffi tt - 103 Center Court
302-529-9663  |  dmreffi tt@gmail.com

Vice President
Joy Falconer - 112 Center Court
302-475-8404  |  joyfalconer@gmail.com

Treasurer
Justin Edelson - 101 Center Court
302-290-7600  |  jkedelson@gmail.com

Secretary
Virginia Mas - 16 West Court
302-375-6264  |  vmas.bhtc@gmail.com

Member-at-Large
Sheila Lamphear - 226 East Court
302-475-7937  |  sglamphear@gmail.com

Property Manager:

Aspen Property Management
Allison Fenwick
410-620-2598
info@aspenpropertymgmt.com
www.aspenpropertymgmt.com

Palmatary’s Curbside Recycling
If you wish to contract for voluntary curbside 
recycling service you may contact Palmatary’s to 
sign up directly. The cost is $6.00 per month per 
unit. Palmatary’s can be reached at 302-652-2270 
or by email at palmatarysanitation@verizon.net.

Yard Waste Pickup
Yard waste pickup will occur on the following dates 
in 2011: 

 May 13 September 9  
 June 10 October 14
 July 8     November 11
 August 12       December 9

Remember that weeds from  your 
fl ower beds are not considered yard 
waste. Tree trimming bundles should 
not exceed 4’ in length and should 
be bundled with string. 

Just a Thought
“A perfect summer day is when the sun 
is shining, the breeze is blowing, 
the birds are singing, and the lawn 
mower is broken.”  

~James Dent

Is it Recyclable?
Palmatary’s has asked us to share the following 
list of items including what is and is not recyclable. 
Visual aids are included in this newsletter. Whether 
you recycle yourself with Delaware or utilize 
curbside recycling, we trust you’ll fi nd these lists 
useful as you do your part to protect our planet.

Recyclable:

• Newspapers & Brown Paper Bags

• Magazines & Catalogs

• Telephone & Soft Cover Books

• Junk Mail & Envelopes

• Paper & Shredded Paper

• Paperboard

• Cardboard

• Narrow-Neck Plastic Bottles - Rinsed Out

• Plastic Bags

• Glass Bottles and Jars - Rinsed Out

• Metal Cans - Rinsed Out

• Empty Aerosol Cans

• Paper Towel Rolls & Toilet Paper Rolls

• Clean Baking/Aluminum Foil - No Food Waste

• Wire Hangers

Not Recyclable:

• Products Contaminated with Food (Pizza Boxes, 
Take-Out Food Containers, Paper Plates and 
Towels, Waxed Beverage Containers, or Food)

• Products Contaminated with Body Fluids 
(Tissues, Diapers, Feminine 
Hygiene Products)

• Styrofoam Products

• Light Bulbs

• Automotive Filters

• Household Filters

• Batteries

• Paint

• Hazardous Product Containers

• Yard Waste

• Garbage

• Electronics
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 29  30  31     

 22  23  24  25  26  27  28

 15  16  17  18  19  20  21

 8  9  10  11  12  13  14

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7

May 2011
 Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat

* Council meeting dates are tentative and 
   subject to change. See distributed 
   agendas for actual dates/times.

 26  27  28  29  30   

 19  20  21  22  23  24  25

 12  13  14  15  16  17  18

 5  6  7  8  9  10  11

    1  2  3  4

June 2011
 Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat

Bimonthly Calendar

May Events: 
 

May 5: Cinco de Mayo

May 8: Mother’s Day

May 14: Community Yard Sale

May 21: Armed Forces Day

May 30: Memorial Day

May 31: Council Meeting*

May Flower: Lily of the Valley

May Birthstone: Emerald

June Events:

June 14: Flag Day

June 19: Father’s Day

June 21: First Day of Summer

June 28: Council Meeting*

June Flower: Rose

June Birthstone: Pearl/Alexandrite 
  

BHTC

BHTC

Visit us on the web! 
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/Beacon_Hill_Condo/home

Find us on Facebook! 
Beacon Hill Townhomes Condominium Association

BHTC
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These items are NOT RECYCLABLE
Products Contaminated With FOOD Products Contaminated 

With BODY FLUIDS

Pizza Boxes Paper Pla tes & Tow els Tiss ues

Take-Out Cont ainers Waxed Beverage
Containers

Diapers  (Children & Adult)

Fast Food Containers Food! Feminine  Hygiene Products

Other Non- Recyclable Products
All S tyrofoam Products Light Bulbs Automotiv e & House hold Filters

Batteries Paint Hazardous Product Containers

Yard Waste Garbage Electronics


