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i . A few neighbors
have reported prob-
. lems recently with

skunks in their yards.
Skunks are particular trou-
blesome “nuisance animals”
because of their infamous
scent, which they can spray
up to 12 feet! The spray
contains oils and sulfurs
that, in addition to smelling
awful, can cause nausea,
eye irritation, and even tem-
porary blindness in both
people and pets.

Skunks are most active at
night, feeding from sun-
down until after sunrise.
They have good memories
and are very persistent in
pursuing a food source—
once they figure out how to
get at something, they will
continue to use the same
method.

With cool weather on its
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way, skunks and other nui-
sance animals will be look-
ing for warm, dry places to
winter—such as under your
deck or in your attic! Take
steps now to minimize your
risk of hosting a nuisance
animal family this winter:

e Eliminate food
sources. Pick up left-
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over dog and cat food
at night, and don’t let
spilled food accumulate
on the ground. Keep
bird feeders out of
reach, or bring them in

at night.
Close off entrances.
Make sure outside

(Continued on page 2)
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Next neighborhood meeting:

In addition to regular business, we will discuss the Santa
Ride, tentatively scheduled for December 17. Our guest
speaker for this meeting, from the Oklahoma City Fire De-
partment, will offer cold-weather safety advice.
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(Continued from page 1)
vents are covered. Install
a chimney cap, and keep
the chimney dampers
closed when you’re not
using the fireplace.

e Block the path. Prune
tree limbs away from
your roof — as much as
10 feet away, if possible.
To remove toeholds for
raccoons and squirrels,
consider installing a 3-
foot wide band of sheet
metal around the trunks
of trees that overhang
your house, about 6 feet
above the ground.

e Guard your garbage.
Since our Big Blue
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The City of Oklaho-

a City wants to

W WW- know what services
and information you’d like to
see on its Website. You can
submit feedback in several

ways:
e Take a short online sur-
vey

e Send an e-mail to
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dumpsters don’t lock,
don’t overfill them, so
the lids rest flat. Better
still, keep them in your
garage or shed as much
as possible.

Clear the deck. Install
hardware cloth or other
sturdy material around
the bottom of a deck,
elevated shed, to prevent
a wild animal from mak-
ing a den underneath.

No fishing allowed. Pro-
vide shelter for fish in
ornamental ponds. If
possible, cover the pond
at night with metal
screening.

, - H

zach.nash@okc.gov.
Post ideas at Facebook.

Tweet your ideas via
Twitter.

Send feedback via U.S.
Mail.

http://www.okc.gov/

redesign/index.html for de-
tails and a link to the survey.
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No pane, no gain. Cover
window wells and crawl
space openings with
grates, bubbles or hard-
ware cloth.

Keep a strong founda-
tion. Seal holes around
and under home founda-
tions to help keep out
mice, rats, insects and
snakes. You can bury
chicken wire or % inch
mesh hardware cloth in
places where animals
might be able to dig their
way into your home.

Protect your garden.
Fence gardens and cover
fruit trees and berry
bushes with netting, or
use an approved non-
toxic repellent spray.

Get rid of dead wood.
Repair broken, weak, or
rotted areas on the roof,
soffit, and fascia of your
home. Eliminate tempt-
ing sites for a den, such
as rock or wood piles.

If you take precau-
tions and still find
yourself host to a

four-footed family, please be

humane about evicting them:
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Don’t block off entranc-
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es to dens if there’s any
chance there are ba-
bies—if you capture the
adults, the babies will
starve to death.

e Please don’t use poison!
Poison can leach into
ground water, and is dan-
gerous to pets. Buy or
borrow a humane trap
instead, and bait it with
marshmallows, peanut
butter, or nuts.

« Believe it or not, there
are rescue groups for
most nuisance wildlife.
Search for “skunk res-
cue,” “opossum rescue,”
etc., on the Internet.

e If you don’t want to try
to capture the animal
yourself, contact a Na-
tional Wildlife Control
Operator (NWCO).
While their services are
usually not free, NWCOs
are licensed by the state
and experienced in hu-
man/wildlife interaction.

Sources:

http://www.pleasebekind.com/skunk.html

http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/
facts_maps/howdoi/nuisance_wildlife.htm

http://wildlifedepartment.com/laws_regs/
nco.htm

http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/
wildlifemgmt/species/stripedskunk.htm
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Want to save money - Installing energy- New boundaries for*
on your electric and efficient windows or the City's eight
gas hills by making exterior doors wards took effect on*

your home more energy effi- .

cient, but need a little help to

Adding more insulation
to the attic and walls

September 30.
The

*

changes, caIIec*

Replacing window units ‘Tedistricting,” are made eacty <
with central heat and air decade, after the federal cet

. sus, to rebalance the popul:
Inus:nalllng a new heat tion in each ward. Redistrict-*
pump i ing is required by both feder-*
Replacing a dark-colored g5y and the City Charter. #

roof with a cool roof that
The City held public hearings X

reflects the sun . .
come of $100,000 or less o ) ) and multiple meetings befor(*
The City's Residential Ener- approving the boundaries. *

Loans are for up to $10,000, gy Efficiency Loan Program _ ">
and you have up to 36 is administered by the Com- Harvest. Hills _ South is m*
months (3 years) to repay it. munity Action Agency. To Ward 1; our City councilman

Some of the energy-efficient apply for a loan, call the IS Gary Marrs. View a map ofgy

r

make those improvements®
Then you may be interestec
in Oklahoma City’s “green
home loan” program. You °
may apply for a loan if you:

Own your home
Have a household in-

upgrades you can use the loa Community Action Agency

for include:
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In our daily lives,

we're often like

bees, flitting from
place to place, rarely stop-
ping. But when our “rarely

stopping” starts to affect our ryjjing to stop for a stop sign: -

at 232-0199.

the car who arrived first
gets to go first. If you

arrive at the same time, .

the car furthest to the
right goes first.

driving, it can be dangerous $172.00.

to health, safety, and wallets!
Some neighbors have report

ed people hurrying to get"

onto NW 82nd by rolling
through the stop signs at Har-
vest Moon Rd. and Azalea
Dr. We've also heard about

people ignoring school zones -

buses, and emergency vehi
cles. So, we'd like to take a
moment to remind you about
rules of the road for these
situations.

Stop Signs

School Buses

School buses have flash
ing yellow lights when
they are slowing down to

pick up or drop off stu-

dents.
When you see flashing

red lights, children are

actually getting on or off
the bus. You must come
to a_complete stop.
Traffic in both directions
must stop.

Oklahoma law requires If you're ticketed:$202.00.
you to come to a com- School Zones

plete stop at a stop sign.

At a 4-way intersection, '

You must slow down to °

the posted speed before

the new boundaries at http:
www.okc.gov/WardMap.pdf.

you enter the school

zone.
Do not resume regular
speed until you have
cleared the school zone.

ed speed; cities can se
their own speed limits.

Speeding in a school zone
202.00.

Emergency Vehicles

Yield to emergency vehi-
cles that are using lights
or a siren.

*
1.2.8.9.8.8.0.0 ¢

Pay attention to the post- *
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way, wait for the light to
change. Then clear the
intersection, pull over to
the right, stop, and let the
emergency vehicle pass.

Fire department vehicles
stop at red lights and
signs before entering an
intersection; wait for
them to pass.

Don’t move on until
you're sure_all respond-
ing emergency vehicles
have passed.

Failure to yield to an emer-
Pull over to the right side 9ency vehicle$202.00.

of the road, clear of in- Nothing at your destination is
tersections. If traffic is as important as_you are! So
slow or stopped, pull please, slow down and enjoy
over to the right as much your drive.

as possible.

Sources:

Stop until the emergency nttp://www.dps.state.ok.us/dIs/pub/

vehicle has passed.

ODM.pdf

, . http://www.okc.gov/safety/code_three/
If you're at a red light index.html

and can't safely clear thehttp://www.okc.gov/courts/

ChargeCodesFeb2009.pdf







