
contact person's name 
and number; the loca-
tion of your emergency 
supplies; and other per-
tinent information. 
Make sure each mem-
ber of your family 
knows where to go and 
what to do, no matter 
where they are. If you 
have children, be famil-
iar with their school 
and daycare’s emergen-
cy plans. 

• Store disaster supply 

kits at home, at work, 
and in your vehicle. 
Include basics like 
food, water, and a man-
ually-operated can 
opener; water purifica-
tion tablets, or chlorine 
bleach; pet food; flash-
lights, portable radios, 
and batteries; a first aid 

(Continued on page 3) 

Last year was quite 
a year for earth-
quakes in Oklaho-

ma: instead of the 50 or so 
temblors we typically have, 
there were over 1,000 earth-
quakes in Oklahoma in 
2011, including a record 5.6 
earthquake on November 6!  

While the reason for the 
increase is uncertain, one 
thing for sure is that you 
need to know what to do 
before, during, and after an 
earthquake. This issue, we 
want to share some earth-
quake preparedness tips and 
resources with you. 

BEFORE: Prepare 

• Reduce and eliminate 

hazards in your home, 
neighborhood, work-
place, and school. Se-
curing items like TVs, 
bookcases, heavy furni-
ture, or unstrapped wa-

ter heaters will reduce 
your risk of injury or 
property damage. Con-
sider having a profes-
sional evaluate your 
home, to help you iden-
tify any weaknesses. 

• Locate your gas, elec-

tric and water main 

shutoffs, and know how 
to turn them off if there 
is a leak or electrical 
short. Make sure older 
members of the family 
can shut off utilities.  

• Locate your nearest fire 

and police stations, 
and emergency medical 
facility 

• Consider taking Red 
Cross first aid and 

CPR training. 

• Have an emergency 

plan that includes evac-
uation and reunion 
plans; your out-of-state 
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Earthquake Preparedness 
Know what to do before, during, and after an earthquake 

Next neighborhood meeting: 

Thursday, January 12, 2012 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Northridge Elementary School cafeteria 

In addition to regular business, Bill Hollie, a State Farm In-
surance agent and Harvest Hills South resident, will talk 
about homeowners/renters insurance and earthquake riders. 

There is no trash There is no trash There is no trash There is no trash 

pickup on pickup on pickup on pickup on 

Monday, January Monday, January Monday, January Monday, January 

16, Martin 16, Martin 16, Martin 16, Martin 

Luther King, Jr.’s Luther King, Jr.’s Luther King, Jr.’s Luther King, Jr.’s 

birthday.birthday.birthday.birthday.    

Instead, trash Instead, trash Instead, trash Instead, trash 

pickup will be pickup will be pickup will be pickup will be 

Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, Wednesday, 

January 18.January 18.January 18.January 18. 
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Here is my 2012 annual membership payment of $30.00 to the HHSNA. (Make checks payable to HHSNA.) 
 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________     Phone _________________________________ 
 
 
 
Street Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
E-mail _______________________________________________________________ 

MAIL PAYMENTS TO:  

Harvest Hills South Neighborhood Association 
ATTN: Corky Bishop 
P.O. Box 721804 
Oklahoma City, OK 73172-1804 

It’s the time of year for New 
Year’s resolutions, or at least 
thinking about some changes. 
We have a suggestion: re-
solve to be a “neighborhood 
hero” by sharing your time 
and talent with your neigh-
borhood association! 

• Only 116 of our 395 resi-
dences, about 29%, paid 
voluntary membership 
dues in 2011. 

• About two dozen peo-
ple—2% of our approxi-
mately 1,000 residents—
actively participate in 
neighborhood associa-
tion administration. 

Why Membership Matters 

Study after study shows that 
neighborhoods with strong 
neighborhood associations: 

• Are safer 

• Are better maintained 

• Have higher property 
values 

Whether you own or rent 
your home, it’s in your best 
interest to live somewhere 
safe and attractive. Knowing 
your neighbors and looking 
out for one another is what 
achieves those results.  

Where Your Dues Go 

Dues for mandatory home-
owners’ associations are typi-
cally hundreds of dollars per 
year. We think our $30 annu-
al dues are a great deal be-
cause: 

• They’re affordable for 
most people 

• They provide enough 
revenue to finance our 
neighborhood activities 

• They allow us to save a 
little for future improve-
ments and activities 

We use dues to pay for: 

• Entrance upkeep: mow-
ing (contracted), water-
ing (City of OKC), 
plants and supplies 

• Advertising (signs, ban-

ners, newspaper ads) 

• C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
(newsletter and flyer 
printing, website fees) 

• Supplies for neighbor-
hood events (Neighbors 
Night Out activities, San-
ta Ride costumes and 
candy, Christmas decora-
tions, etc.) 

We made the fairly unpopular 
decision last year not to open 
a contract for mowing the 
easements along Wilshire 
because it would have dou-
bled our mowing costs; the 
higher cost would have con-
sumed about 50% of our  
dues collections, which we 
did not feel we could absorb. 
(The man who mowed for us 
several years ago did the 
easements as a courtesy, but 
now we must pay for it.) 
Frankly, the more dues we 
collect, the more we can do to 
keep our neighborhood beau-
tiful and vibrant.  

How Your Participation 

Helps 

Whatever we do, we’re al-
ways asking, “How can we 
do this activity better?” or 
“How can we make this event 
better?” Your input and help 

HHSNA Needs You! 

is the best way to ensure that, 
because you can provide new 
ideas, skills, and perspec-
tives. As with dues, the more 
help we have, the more we 
can do. 

And we already do a lot! 
Here’s a sampling:  

• Entrances: plants, weed-
ing, fertilizer, mulch, pre
-emergent, watering 

• Board officers (8 offices, 
2-year terms) 

• Monthly board meetings 
(12 per year): neighbor-
hood business and plans 

• 5 general meetings per 
year (September-May): 
agenda, refreshments, 
obtaining guest speakers 

• Signs and banners for 
meetings and events 

• Annual membership 
drive (April) 

• Event planning, setup, 
and tear-down: neighbor-
hood garage sale (May), 
Neighbors Night Out 
(September), Santa Ride 
(December) 

• Christmas decorations at 
entrances (November) 

• Newsletter (5 issues per 

(Continued on page 4) 

WE WANT YOU 

FOR HHSNA!  
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A big “thank you” to everyone who 
braved the cold to greet Santa and his 
helpers, and share some candy! Santa and 
the crew hope you had as much fun as 
they did! 

Santa and His Elves Thank You! 

kit and hand sanitizer; 
cash; extra medications; 
a fire extinguisher; cres-
cent and pipe wrenches, 
to turn off gas and water; 
a camp stove or barbe-
cue, to cook on outdoors; 
plastic trash bags; and 
comfortable shoes, in 
case transportation is 
disrupted. 

DURING: Survive 

• If you are indoors, drop, 

cover, and hold on. 

During an earthquake, 
drop to the floor, take 
cover under a sturdy 
desk or table, and hold 
onto it firmly. Be pre-
pared to move with it 
until the shaking stops. 
Stay clear of windows, 
fireplaces, and heavy 

(Continued from page 1) furniture or appliances.  
Don’t stay in the kitchen 
(things can fall on you), 
and don’t run downstairs 
or rush outside—you 
could fall or be hit by 
glass or debris. 

• If you are outside, get 

into the open, away 
from buildings, power 
lines, chimneys, or any-
thing else that could fall 
on you. 

• If you are driving, stop 
as far out of traffic as 
possible and stay inside 

your car until the shak-
ing stops. Do not stop on 
or under a bridge or 
overpass, or under trees, 
light posts, power lines, 
or signs. When you re-
sume driving, watch for 
breaks in the pavement, 
fallen rocks, and bumps 

Earthquake Preparedness 

in the road. 

AFTER: Recover 

• Wear sturdy shoes. 

• Expect aftershocks. 

• Check for injuries and 

damage that need imme-
diate attention. Identify 
hazards such as damaged 
gas, water, sewage, and 
electrical lines, and be 
prepared to report them 
to city or county govern-
ment. 

• Turn on your portable 
radio for information 

and safety advisories.  

• If your home is dam-
aged, contact your in-

surance agent right 
away to begin your 
claims process.  

The U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS) has 

tons of information available, 
from statistics to maps to info 
for kids. You can also submit 
an online report if you feel an 
earthquake. 

FEMA, the 
Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency, 
has preparedness information 
for many types of events at 
ready.gov. 

Sources: 

http://www.okgeosurvey1.gov/pages/

earthquakes/recent-earthquakes.php  

http://www.earthquakecountry.info/roots/

seven_steps.html  

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?

faqID=76  

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?

faqID=77  

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?

faqID=79  

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?

faqID=80  

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/faq/?

faqID=83  

Remember, it’s only through the 
generosity of our volunteer board 
members and neighbors that we can 
hold events like this one. Please 
help preserve our sense of commu-
nity by sharing your time and talent 
with us! 

There is There is There is There is 
within within within within 
human human human human 

nature an nature an nature an nature an 
amazing amazing amazing amazing 

potential potential potential potential 
for for for for 

goodness.goodness.goodness.goodness.    

Martin Luther King, 

Jr.: “Love, Law, and 

Civil Disobedience,” 

1961 
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The City of Okla-

homa City is 

providing a safe 

room rebate program that will 

reimburse you a percentage 

of the amount you spend on a 

safe room.  

The safe room must be in-

stalled within the city limits. 

In addition, you must: 

• Comply with program 

eligibility requirements 

to receive the rebate 

• Complete an application 

to be considered for a 

rebate (completing an 

application does not 

guarantee you will be 

HHSNA Volunteer Opportunities 

minutes or less.  And with the 
variety of activities we man-
age, there’s bound to be 
something that suits your 
interests and availability! 

It’s true that if you keep your 
home in good repair and 
comply with city ordinances, 
you’re still helping the neigh-
borhood. But you’re missing 
out on something bigger: an 
opportunity to experience 
camaraderie and a sense of 
community. 

So what are you waiting for? 
Share your time, talent, and 
treasure with HHSNA. Make 
new friends, do new things, 
and have fun along the way! 

year) 

• Website updates and 
maintenance 

• Delivery of newsletters 
and flyers to your door  
(block captains) 

• Welcoming new resi-
dents 

Without the enthusiasm and 
commitment of our current 
volunteers, we could do only 
a fraction of what we do now. 
But even though there’s a lot 
going on, it doesn’t take a lot 
of your time to volunteer; 
some activities, like deliver-
ing newsletters, take 30 

(Continued from page 2) 

Harvest Hills South Supporters 

selected) 

The city randomly selects 

individuals who meet the 

program eligibility require-

ments, and you will be noti-

fied if you are selected. If you 

are selected and notified to 

proceed with construction of 

a safe room, you must pur-

chase your safe room first 

and provide proof of the pur-

chase and payment in full to 

receive the rebate.  

For details about the program 

and how to apply, visit 

h t t p s : / / w w w . o k c . g o v /

S a f e R o o m / f o r m s /

welcome.aspx. 

& 

A Winning Combination! 

Full Time Realtor 8 Years! 
Harvest Hills South Resident 21 Years! 

Sold more homes in our  
Neighborhood than any other Realtor! 

Call Dot—405-924-6330 

To Get your Home Sold 

  To Find the Best Home 

Use her knowledge and experience 

At the Best Price! 

Safe Room Rebate Program 

 

Each office is Independently owned and operated - 10900 Hefner Pointe Dr. 405-748-8500 

Richard Fister  

Cell: 405-816-0129 

www.NeighborMakers.com 

Neighbormakers@gmail.com 

HARVEST HILLS SOUTH 2011 HOME SALES 

Homes Sold (14)  

Homes Pending (2) 

Homes on Market (5)  

“Sold Average DOM ” (80) 
1/1/11 - 12/30/11 (From  MLS) 

Wondering what your 
home is worth?  

Email/Call for an HHS 
market analysis. 


