THAN  
TAMPA HOMEOWNERS, AN ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBORHOODS

MEETING OF JANUARY 11, 2012
HELD AT UNION STATION
1. President Jerry Frankhouser called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  He asked for a moment of silence to reflect on our mission and that we pledge allegiance to the flag. He then asked the members and guests to introduce themselves.
2. Our guest was Tonja Brickhouse, Director of the Division of Solid Waste, accompanied by Eugene McKinnie, Residential Supervisor.  They discussed the revision of routes and their continual monitoring of the demographic shifts in the city in order to insure the efficiency of pick-ups.  Among the recent innovations are solar powered cameras to monitor illegal dumping.  In this, they work with the Environmental Crimes Unit.  Among their special services and programs are:
a. Backdoor service for people unable to take the trash to the curb.
b. A discount of 10% of the Solid Waste fee for customers at least 65 years of age.
c. A Household Chemical Collection on Saturday, March 31, 2012.
d. A citizen drop-off at the McKay Bay site is on the horizon.
e. An expanded use of natural gas to power their vehicles.
f. A wider use of the Global Positioning System.
g. Anticipated automated recycling.
h. McKay Bay site credit card services.
i. Proposed code revisions in the Solid Waste section of Chapter 26, the City Code.
j. Communications initiatives involving avenues of public information:  utility bills, newspapers, the city web site, Alert Tampa, e-mail, City Consumer Care Center, and monthly e-mail information.  
k.   A residential rate increase to go before City Council on February 16 with proposed effective date April 1, 2012.
l. For more information see their website in the city site, www.tampagov.net or contact Tonja.Brickhouse@tampagov.net or phone (813) 348-1148.
3. Shannon Edge reported for the Office of Neighborhood & Community Relations.  She distributed copies of her Photos of the Month and said it had been sent to the presidents of the associations listed in the Neighborhood Registry.  [I forwarded this report to the THAN e-list.]  She then discussed the city’s response to the presumed impact the Republican National Convention in late August will have.  Her office will join with that of the County for the Neighborhood Conference on March 24, 2012, at the Dale Mabry Campus of Hillsborough Community College.  
4. Fredric Zerla gave the Secretary’s Report.  He thanked Jerry Frankhouser and Wofford Johnson for expanding portions of the first draft.  The final draft of the December Minutes was adopted as presented.

5. Bill Duvall gave the Treasurer’s Report.  No activity occurred in the account in December.

6. Bill Duvall continued with a report on Paint-Your-Heart-Out, Tampa. The event will occur on Saturday, April 21, 2012.  Already 100 teams have signed on, but he still needs houses to paint.

7. Margaret Vizzi prefaced her remarks on the Zoning Committee with an appeal to THAN members to participate in the THAN Zoning Workshop on Saturday, January 21, 2012, at the Gandy/Sunbay Community Center.  The Zoning Committee will meet at her house at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, January 19, to discuss the activities of the Economic Competitiveness Committee.

8. Barry Sholinsky of Riverside Heights reported that his association has had speakers from Green Artery.  They discussed their project of having green spaces in neighborhoods.  Working in Central Tampa now, they intend to spread into the city soon. 
9. President Frankhouser asked about input for the meeting of the THAN officers with the mayor on Tuesday, January 24.  One suggestion was that we congratulate him for his initiative concerning the recycling of the old court house on Florida Avenue.  We might express the hope that he extends this concern to other prize old buildings in the downtown area.

10. Al Steenson asked if THAN might host a book signing for former mayor Pam Iorio’s new book.  Discussion centered on the feeling that perhaps THAN was not the proper venue, but that a large association or a collection of associations might host such an event. 

11. The Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  Our next meeting is on Wednesday, February 8, 2012, from 7:00 p.m. till 9:00 p.m. at Union Station.
Respectfully submitted,

Fredric Zerla, Secretary 

