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Election Results 
Your 2013/14 Board of Directors 

 
President – Karen Wargo 

Vice President – Ron Kane 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jane Mills 

 
Luz Alvarez-Martinez 

Joe Clark 
Carol Gould 
Colin Piper 

Vicki Sawicki 
Wendy Schwartz 

Karen Skowronek 
Mely Villacana 

 
By Laws: Article III, Section 1 (a), The Corporate powers, business and affairs of the Corporation shall be 
exercised, conducted and controlled by a board of eleven directors who shall be members of the Corporation. 
 

Elected to the Audit Committee: Nancy Arvold, Maris a Goul, Marie Kochaver 
By Laws: Article X, Section 1, It shall be the duty of the Auditing Committee to make an audit of the books of 
the Corporation quarterly, giving a written report thereof to the members. 
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June 6, Social Club Elections! 
The election of officers will be held on June 6th at 
7:00 p.m.  All AV Members are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Work 
Are you a high school or college student looking for 
a part-time summer job? Come to the AV office and 
talk to General Manager, Robert Stupack, to apply. 
 
  

If It’s An Emergency 
If anyone needs to reach the police from a cell 
phone to report an emergency, a crime in 
progress, or any other important matter, they 
need to dial 510-233-1214. If they dial 911 from a 
cell phone, the call goes to the Highway Patrol in 
Vallejo. 
 

Si Es Una Emergencia 
Si alguien necesita llamar a la policía por medio 
de un celular para reportar una emergencia, un 
crimen en proceso, o por cualquier otro motivo 
importante, necesitan que marcar al 510-233-
1214. Si marcan al 911 por medio de un celular, 
la llamada va al Highway Patrol de Vallejo.  
 
 

Sewer Lateral Fundraiser  
Thank You’s 
Thanks to Barbara Stauss and Madeline Marrow  
who helped with the fund raising at the annual 
general meeting. After expenses, we netted a profit 
of $58.50. Our minimum donation requests are low 
which accounts for that. If folks enjoy themselves, 
that is beneficial too. 
 
Milly  will be happy to have your suggestions or 
assistance. Call 965-9536.  
 
 

History Corner 
What Was The A.V. Women's Club  
All About?  
 
In the words of former members: 
Community Improvement, Fundraising, Female 
Bonding, and Fun with Neighbors 
 
“One of our main goals was to do things for 
Atchison Village to make it better.” 
 
“ ...just having fun, doing things, keeping comradery 
around the group.” 
 
“We fundraised for chairs, tables, drapes, and other 
things for the Village, for scholarships, reforesting, 
the handicapped, and meals for families after 
deaths." 
 
“Fun days, lovely people.” 
 
“Work, Work, Work.” 
 
“The Good Ole’ Days” 
 
“ It was a money makin’ thing.” 
 
“We really were a vibrant, thriving group.” 
 
The Atchison Village Women's Club formed as the 
Mutual Homes Corporation developed in 1956 and 
registered with the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs in June of 1958. 
 
"The Objects(sic) of the Club shall be to promote 
the welfare of Atchison Village and the Community 
through an educational program of moral, social, 
benevolent and civic interests." 
 
This club was self-sufficient and the backbone of 
our community life until it became the AV Social 
Club in the 1990's. Thanks to its members, to Mills 
College and the community experts. 
 
Gretchen Blais, 
Barbara Postel, 
Carlotta Davis = 
the Nominating 
Committee. 
Thanks for a well 
run election! 



Meet Tsering 
Wangchuk 
Tsering has been our bookkeeper 
since February and he has earned 
nothing but high marks from 
everyone who he has worked 
with. Stop by the office and 
introduce yourself! 
 
Tsering was born and grew up 

with his two younger brothers in the Mysore region 
of India. His parents were refugees from Tibet. He 
attended a boarding school for Tibetan refugees, 
along with his brothers, starting at age 7. 
 
Tsering continued his education up through a 
Bachelor of Commerce degree, specializing in 
Accounting, from Loyola College in Vijayawada. 
After receiving his degree he spent 9 years working 
for the Tibetan Government in Exile office as an 
Internal Auditor. 
 
With his wife Tsering moved to the US in 2009. 
They have a 2 ½ year old daughter and live in El 
Cerrito. He has polished his accounting skills at 
Berkeley Adult School to learn Quickbooks and 
high level Excel since arriving in the US. 
 

 

And… Meet 
Michael Williams 
Michael just started working 
in the Maintenance 
Department. We’re happy to 
have him and his electrical 
training, which will keep 

things humming along here in AV. 
 
Michael was born in Mobile, Alabama and is a self-
avowed fan of Southern cooking. He was mostly 
raised by there by his grandmother, but the made 
visits to Richmond every summer to visit their 
mother. He moved to Richmond in the mid-90’s to 
help her out when she got sick. 
 
As Michael says, “Construction, building things, 
tearing things up, a big kid’s fantasy,” construction 
has always been his job. He learned his electrical 
and other skills at the Construction Craft Training 
Center in Hayward. 
 

In his spare time Michael likes to play chess. He 
meets his competition in SF and at Contra Costa 
Community College. He’s also a huge Raiders fan. 
When asked if he had any other thoughts, Michael 
said “I’m trying to do what’s right and be a man of 
God.” 
 
 

Aline Williams 
8/15/24 – 5/13/13 
We’ve received notice of 
the passing of Aline 
Williams. She was a 
Village resident since 
1965. Her parents and 
many other family 
members previously resided in the Village since the 
early sixties. All her children, grandchildren and a 
great grandchild surrounded her bedside at Kaiser 
Hospital in Vacaville the day after Mother’s Day, 
with no suffering or prolonged hospitalization. Per 
Aline’s request, no formal services were held. 
 

 
It’s the very dry 
time of year in 
California and we 
didn’t have a lot of 
rain last winter. 
Please take care and 
don’t over-water 
your yard. Water 
running down the 
street in the gutter is 
one indication of 
over-watering. 

Por Favor 
Ahorre 
Agua! 
Es el tiempo muy 
seco en California y no tuvimos mucha lluvia este 
último invierno. Por favor cuide y no sobre regué su 
yarda. Agua cual corra por la banqueta y a la cuneta 
es una indicación de exceso de riego.  
 
Election night 
volunteers Susan 
Brooks & Laura 
Gonzalez check in 
Susan Barnard at the 
General Meeting 
 



Trash Talk 
Richmond Sanitary, our 
garbage collection company, 
would appreciate it if you 
could put your bins at least 2 
feet apart. It makes for easier 
automated pick up. We also realize that it is difficult 
given our space limitations. Do your best! 
 
 

Washing Machines Clog Drains! 
Lately we’ve had a rash of clogged sewer lines and 

pipes caused by lint 
from washing 
machines. This 
problem can be solved 
rather simply by 
purchasing a filter that 
can be attached to your 
outflow hose. We’ve 

been told that they are available at Walgreen’s or 
any hardware store. As an alternative you may use 
the leg of an old pair of panty hose. Both kinds of 
filters must be replaced periodically. 
 
 

June 2013 Sewer Report 
Our Summer Project: On Friday, May 17 the 
Sewer Lateral Committee met with a number of 
board members to discuss the best strategy for the 
summer 2013 phase of our sewer lateral 
replacements. In our selection process, we 
considered 3 criteria: avoiding further emergencies, 
finishing up areas we previously started, and 
focusing on what would be most cost-effective. 
After much discussion, we decided to do a total of 
66 units in three different parts of the Village. 
 
1. On Block #2 (the east side of Collins): 8 units – 
5&11 Chanslor Ave.; 120-130 Collins St.; 138 & 
140 Collins St. 
 
2. On Block #3: 18 units –174-234 Chanslor Ave. 
 
3. On Block #5: 38 units – all on one long 6" line 
that goes to the City's manhole at the corner of 
Chanslor and Garrard, with addresses on Bissell, 
Curry, Garrard and Chanslor. 
 
The estimated cost of this project is $250,000. It is 
slated to begin some time in July. Affected 

members will be given plenty of notice before the 
actual start date. 
 
Potholing: We also decided to have the 6 parking 
lots in the Village with sewer lines running 
underneath them scoped and "potholed" to 
determine if the pipes are encased in concrete. 
Knowing this will help our bids be more accurate 
and allow work to move forward more quickly. Our 
General Manager sent out bid invitations to 6 
contractors to do this work, but so far only one has 
responded.  
 
Meeting with the City: On Friday, May 24, Karen 
Wargo (newly elected board president), Rob 
Stupack, and I met with Mary Phelps in the City's 
Engineering Department to turn in grant 
applications for the emergency work done on 
Collins Court and Collins Street, and discuss 
various aspects of our sewer project. She told us 
that by the end of June we should receive the 
outstanding grant money we've applied for this 
year, totaling about $54,000. She also said we can 
get grant money for the scoping and potholing of 
sewer lines (noted above), which will cut the cost of 
that project in half.    
 
Another item we discussed is the possibility of an 
eventual joint venture with the City to replace the 
whole length of the City's main line under Collins 
Street and all the remaining laterals that tie into it 
on blocks 1, 2 and 3. This would speed up the 
project and reduce AV's expenditures. The proposal 
is currently being evaluated by the Engineering 
Department for possible inclusion in the next fiscal 
year. The first step is for them to assess the 
condition of that main line in comparison with other 
lines in various parts of the city. The venture would 
need to be cost effective for the City as well as AV. 
As more information becomes available, it will be 
included in the newsletter and in monthly board 
meeting sewer updates. 
 

Elizabeth Claman for the AV Sewer Lateral Committee 

 
 
 
Part of the vote 
counting crew 
– once more, 
all volunteers 
 
 



Police Report 
Thursday, May 2, 2013, 9:15 p.m., W. Bissell Ave.--
Officers Moody and Radetich responded to this block on 
the report of a group of males "flashing gang signs." As 
they approached the group, the group members started to 
scatter in different directions. The officers ordered the 
group to stop. A 29 year-old holding an open container 
of beer and a 19 year-old were stopped. Two other 
young males ran away on the pathway, jumped a fence, 
and were detained on the other side of the building by 
assisting officers in the area. The two males who ran 
were later identified. One had a $100K warrant out of 
San Francisco, the other had a “No Bail” Richmond 
warrant. The first two suspects were booked into RPD 
Jail for resisting arrest and public intoxication.  

 
As an interesting side note, this police 
action generated a fair amount of resident 

onlookers who reside in the Atchison Village 
community. As the officers were departing the 
area with suspects in custody, the crowd erupted 
in cheers and applause for a job well done. 

Reported by Councilman, Tom Butt in his e-forum 
 

Detailed Election Results 
Place Name Votes 
5 tie Luz Alvarez-Martinez 98 

 Megan Timberlake 38 
 Phyllis Mandel 33 
7 Carol Gould 88 
 Ignacio Ruiz 56 
9 Mely Villacana 77 
4 Karen Skowronek 103 
11 Jane Mills 75 
1 Joe Clark 107 

5 tie Karen Wargo 98 
3 Ron Kane 104 
 Ormond Otvos 40 
 Barry Burgess 46 
8 Wendy Schwartz 83 
10 Colin Piper 76 
2 Vicki Sawicki 105 

  
 

Tree/ Beautification  
Committee Report 
The 2012-2013 Board of Directors voted to 
designate up to 10% of the tree budget for the 
planting and care of young 
“street” trees. In May, the Tree 
Committee used some of those 
funds to purchase and plant trees 
in the front of units that have 
been recently rehabilitated by the 
Corporation. We tried to find 

trees that “fit-in” with the trees that were already 
there. So at 321 and 323 West Chanslor Avenue we 
planted flowering plums and at 235 Curry Street, 
we planted a flowering pear and a male ginkgo tree. 
Before Fall, we are going to knock on the doors of 
some of the units facing West Chanslor Avenue and 
Curry Streets to see if Members will adopt a street 
tree to fill in some of those large gaps where there 
are no trees. Next Fall we will plant those trees. 
 
The first meeting of the 2013-2014 
Tree/Beautification Committee will be held on 
Monday, June 17th at 10:00 A.M. New members are 
welcome to attend. If interested, call 730-3099 and 
leave a message requesting information. 

R Kane       
 
 

 Hall Committee Report 
The 2012-2013 Hall Committee made a 
commitment to improve conditions at meetings so 
that attending Members could see and hear what  
Board Members were saying and doing. The new 
LCD projector magnifies images of the agenda and  
motions onto a screen for Members to view. Now, 
the Committee would like to thank Madeline 
Marrow for donating speakers. We have placed the 
new speakers at floor level, directly in front of the 
audience to prevent sound distortion and echo. This 
seems to have improved the sound quality of the 
Meetings.  
 
At the June Board Meeting, we will be discussing 
whether we should use Hall funds to install a curb 
cut and sliding gate in back of the Hall (Collins 
Street side) to allow vehicles to load and unload 
equipment and supplies for events. Join us if you 
wish to add to the discussion. 
 
Finally, the first meeting of the 2013-2014 Hall 
Committee will be held on Monday, June 17th at 
6:00 P.M.  New members are welcome to attend. If 
interested, call 730-3099 and leave a message 
requesting information. 

R. Kane    
 
The corner garden in 
bloom in front of the 
Community Building 
 

 
 
 
 



Public Meeting Re: Global Permit 
The Historic Preservation Design Review Subcommittee 
is holding a public hearing to consider our Global 
Permit. June 5, 2013, 5:00 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room, 
440 Civic Center Plaza, Richmond. 
 

Board Contact Info 
(please cut this out and save it) 
Karen Wargo – President 236-3611 
Ron Kane – Vice President 730-3099 

Message phone 
Jane Mills – Sec./Treas. Leave message 

in office 
Luz Alvarez-Martinez 444-3020 
Joe Clark 914-5580 
Carol Gould Leave message 

in office 
Colin Piper Leave message 

in office 
Victoria Sawicki 237-3987 
Wendy Schwartz 774-9500 
Karen Skowronek 235-7817 (6-

10 p.m.) 
Mely Villicana 415-368-

4339 
 
 

Motions For April 
 

Motion SPRE04032013.01 – to accept the Bay Hawk 
bid for the sewer lateral follow-up to the emergency 
work on Block One. The motion passed. 
 
Motion RE04102013.02 – to accept the new members 
approved by the Screening Committee. Unanimous. 
 
Motion RE04102013.04 – to use up to $100 from the 
Hall account to purchase a sound mixer. The motion 
passes. 
 
Motion RE04102013.05 – to use up to $1,500 to 
purchase a LCD projector, a screen and a document 
camera for the Hall. The motion passes. 
 

Motion RE04102013.07 – to adopt the newly updated 
tree permit and information sheet to be used by the 
membership. The motion passes. 
 
Motion RE04102013.08 – to accept the bid from 
American Asphalt for $21,866 and for the remainder of 
the budgeted $60,000 to be used for the repair of 
sidewalks and installation of windows. Unanimous. 
 
Motion RE04102013.09 – to adjust budget for increase 
in Worker’s Compensation insurance from $24,000 to 
$29,146; to increase Property and Casualty insurance 
from $101,873 to $111,340. Unanimous. 
 
Motion RE04102013.10 – to increase monthly transfer 
from First Bank Operations for Tax from $37,219.83 to 
$38,083.33. Unanimous. 
 
Motion RE04102013.11 – to approve transfer for 
quarterly income for Hall of $2409. Unanimous. 
 
 
 

The Atchison Village Newsletter is published monthly by a 
member committee with board over-sight. Its purpose is to 
satisfy motion I-26 (1969) to provide the Village information 
to members. To fulfill that motion, the Newsletter Committee 
will edit articles for accuracy, clarity and length.  By Board 
instruction, we do not print opinion pieces, classifieds 
involving money or fictional writing. Please limit your article 
to 200 words or less. You can submit articles to the 
corporation office, or e-mail them to avmhc2@yahoo.com. 
Deadline: 25th of each month. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work being done on four of our parking bays 
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MAY 31–JULY 6 
Closer Than Ever   
a l l  s e a t s  $ 2 2  
Masquers Playhouse is proud to present the West Coast premiere of the hit 2012 
version of this Off-Broadway classic! Intimate, heartfelt and funny as hell, Closer 
Than Ever is an evening of song that celebrates personal triumphs and 
acknowledges the anxieties, the loss and “the lingering regrets connected to the point 
in life when it is too late to start over.” (New York Times) It’s about growing up and 
growing older, getting lost, gaining love and getting loopy. 
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