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�����	������������	������������	������������	������� 				
He is friendly, helps all his neighbors, reminds us of street sweeping, cleans the gutters 

 
������	�������������	�������������	�������������	������� 				

For her hard work for the social club 
 

�����	���������������	���������������	���������������	���������� 				
Always open to helping 

 
���������	���������������	���������������	���������������	������ 				

She single handedly has saved us hundreds of thousands of dollars. Her hard work & dedication on the sewer 
lateral project has been outstanding. Her service to our community is immeasurable! 
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Whenever a neighbor at AVMHC needs help, she is there to provide it 
 

�����	��������������	��������������	��������������	��������� 				
Volunteers for so many activities every year 
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For her tender care of a friend & neighbor 
	

���	��������	��������	��������	����� 				
He does so much for so many people in AV, especially those who are fragile & disabled 
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For providing life saving care for a neighbor 
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He always helps neighbors & takes care of soooo many gardening tasks 

 
��� �����	�����'������	�����'������	�����'������	�����'�� 				

Leader of the AVMHC historical committee who has done much good 
 

"()�" 	��" ���*"()�" 	��" ���*"()�" 	��" ���*"()�" 	��" ���* 				
Fabulous, friendly volunteer gardener who puts in many hours to beautify the Corporation grounds.  

What a difference one person can make. 
 

+���	������+���	������+���	������+���	������ 				
For her hard work for the social club 
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She has a welcoming scarecrow and changes its outfit every month celebrating seasonal changes & diversity. 
Fun! She has provided fabulous food for potlucks & community events through the years. 
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You just wait. In a couple of years she will have made fundamental changes  
to the way we see energy & resources 
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Friendly, helpful, helps keep his courtyard in tip-top shape. Has a smile for everyone. 
 

�����	����������	����������	����������	����� 				
The “rock” of her courtyard. She looks out for each and every one, brings in their trash cans, checks to see if 

her neighbors need anything. An all round great person. 
 

+�����	�����+�����	�����+�����	�����+�����	����� 				
Her generosity of spirit is a blessing to all who know her 

 
,���	'����,���	'����,���	'����,���	'���� 				

Provides us with a constant flow of information about what is going on at the  
Rosie Visitor Center & other National Parks 

 
+�����	-������+�����	-������+�����	-������+�����	-������ 				

She cares for her neighbors who need help. She has invested money, time & effort to  
have stray cats spayed to keep the cat population under control. 
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For her care of a neighbor in need and for jumping to the aid of a dog in distress 
	

��������	
�����	�����.		��������	
�����	�����.		��������	
�����	�����.		��������	
�����	�����.		 The board had planned to award certificates to those nominated; however, we 
planned so many activities for Community Day that we did not get to them all and acknowledging the AV stars 

was one of them. We send our apologies for that omission.  Someone nominated the entire board, which is 
appreciated, but it has been a tradition to not include the board as an entity for star recognition.   
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Dog Manners  
Please don’t let your dog go to the 
bathroom on your neighbor’s 
doorstep! 
 Modales para Perros!  
Por favor no permita que su perro 
haga del baño en la puerta de su 
vecino! 
 

A Reminder About Making Noise 
According to City of Richmond Code power saws, 
sanders, drills, grinders, leaf blowers, lawn mowers 
or similar tools should not be operated at the 

following times: 
 

Between 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.  
Monday – Friday 

Between 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 
a.m.  

Saturday and Sunday. 
 
These are quiet times. Please respect your 
neighbor’s right to the peaceful enjoyment of their 
home. 
 
 

Summary Of Shareholders 
Forum 
Meeting held on July 29 
People were invited to share their thoughts and 
listen to others. The meeting fulfilled that goal. We 
talked for about an hour and fifteen minutes. Folks 
continued conversing while they put away the 
chairs. The general consensus was that we had a 
good meeting. 
 
Our main topic was rehabs. We intentionally left 
out legal concerns and whether or not the Village 
was following the bylaws. Instead we focused on 
the process and the cost. Members would like to see 
a costing out of the rehabs to more accurately know 
how our money is being spent. 
 
There were a lot of questions and suggestions. The 
time it takes to get a unit to market came up and 
curiosity about the effect on the cost. Which, of 
course, leads to the question of who pays? 
 

The delays were thought to be caused in part by 
labor problems. Bill Ballard, our former 
Maintenance Manager was brought up. The 
question here was why did we let a completely 
competent and skilled employee go? Following that 
exchange was why do we now have such a rapid 
turnover of employees. The suggestion is we could 
save money by stabilizing our work force somehow 
or to explore contracting the work. 
 
We moved the discussion on to the materials being 
used. There were many different ideas expressed 
from different ends of the spectrum. Many people 
wanted us to preserve our historical features in the 
interiors. Among the things mentioned were the 
double sinks, the cabinets, the plaster walls and 
wood floors. There were concerns about when a 
buyer comes in and rips out wood floors. There 
were concerns about when a buyer comes in and 
rips out the carpet and occasionally the new 
cabinets for these reasons: first the waste of money, 
effort but also the impact on the environment. 
Another idea was to offer options to the buyer. The 
other end of this spectrum as to make only the 
changes necessary for safety and code violations, 
apply a fresh coat of paint and leave the decorative 
decisions up to the new member and their budget. 
 
Having just received the new property tax letters 
some folks were shocked to get significant 
increases. Ideas were bandied around about the 
reasons. Ron Kane was at the meeting and was 
asked to look into the problem. I offered to follow 
up. By the following morning the office was 
working to unravel the mystery. 
 
Towards the end of the meeting a person asked 
where would this all go. Who knows? Maybe just 
adults talking could help to revitalize and facilitate 
change in our culture. Ultimately, the Board is 
responsible to the shareholders, us. 

Helan Smith 
 

Do You Have A 
Suggestion?  
New in the office: Suggestion Box. 
Got ideas? Bring them in. 
Tiene alguna Sugerencia? 
Ahora en la oficina: Caja de 
Sugerencias. Tiene ideas? Traigalas.  
 



Maintenance Projects – 
Beginnings and Endings  
We are happy to announce that we are 
embarking on the 2014 painting project. We 
are currently in the bid solicitation process. 
After a walkthrough of the Village, we 
identified the following units to be painted 
in this go-around, based on condition: 
 
315, 317, 321, 323, 356 and 358 W. Bissell 
111,115,117,118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 
138, 140, 166, 168, 170, 172, 263, 265, 317, 319, 
321, 323, 351, 353, 355, and 357 West Chanslor 
 
In addition to the painting project, we are also 
putting the finishing touches on the rehabilitation 
of the unit taken back by the Corporation at 237 
Curry Street. It will be auctioned at the October 
2014 Board Meeting. The next unit we are 
rehabbing and preparing for auction is 33 West 
Bissell Street. This will be the first unit where our 
new electrical upgrade standards will be applied. 
Our goal is to have this unit ready for open house in 
November.  
 
We are upgrading the electrical systems and 
replacing the plumbing in these “auction” units 
because it is more time and cost effective to do the 
work when the units are empty and the residents 
won't be disturbed. We are using the information 
gathered from the successes and failures we 
encounter in the rehabs to prepare us for replacing 
plumbing and upgrading the electrical systems in all 
of the units. 

Ron Kane 

Proyectos de Mantenimiento- 
Comienzos y Finales 
Estamos felices de anunciar que nos estamos 
embarcando en el proyecto de  pintura del 2014. 
Actualmente, estamos en el proceso de solicitudes 
de ofertas. Después de un recorrido en la villa, se 
identificaron que las siguientes unidades se 
necesitan que pintar en este turno basado en su 
condición: 
 
315, 317, 321, 323, 356 y 358 West Bissell  
111,115,117,118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 
138, 140, 166, 168, 170, 172, 263, 265, 317, 319, 
321, 323, 351, 353, 355, y 357 West Chanslor 
 
En adición del Proyecto de pintura, también 
estamos poniendo toques finales a la rehabilitación 

de la unidad que la Corporación tomo para atrás en 
el 237 Curry Street. Sera subastada en la junta de la 

Mesa Directiva de Octubre 2014. La siguiente 
unidad que estamos rehabilitando y 
preparando para subastar es 33 West Bissell 
Street. Esta será la primera unidad cual 
nuestros nuevos estándares de electricidad 
serán aplicados.  Nuestra meta es tener esta 
unidad lista para Noviembre. 
 

 Estamos actualizando los sistemas de electricidad y 
plomería en estas unidades “subastas” porque es 
más eficiente en  tiempo y costo cuando estas 
unidades están vacías y los residentes no serán 
molestados.  Estamos usando la información 
juntada de nuestros éxitos y fracasos cuales 
encontramos en las unidades de rehabilitación para 
prepararnos para  remplazar la plomería  y 
actualizar el sistema de electricidad en las unidades.  

Ron Kane 
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During this long drought, as trash, plastic bags, cigarette 
butts, sediment and other pollutants build up on our 
streets and sidewalks, it’s important to do what we can 
to limit the damage that will occur when the rains do 
finally come and wash everything into the storm drains. 
Here are 6 things we can do to help: 

1. Sweep our parking areas and put debris into 
brown bins. 
2. Pick up whatever items we can as we walk 
around the Village and dispose of them properly, 
including your pets’ poop. 
3. Be extra mindful not to toss anything into the 
gutters or streets. Some trash that enters the Bay 
can be mistaken for food by fish, shore birds and 
various marine mammals that are then killed or 
severely harmed by it.   
4. Continue to choose the least toxic pest control 
products for our home and yard. 
5. Avoid any possible sources of sediment or silt 
runoff. 
6. Due to the drought, no one should be washing 
cars or overwatering lawns, but I’ve seen evidence 
that some people ignore these rules. Doing so not 



only puts you at risk for a big fine, but can also 
cause damage to the Bay. 
 

 
 
During this drought, our Bay is especially 
vulnerable to damage, because water 
levels in streams that enter it are depleted 
through evaporation. So the water 
entering the Bay contains a higher ratio of 
pollutants-to-water, which can cause 
algae blooms. As those algae dying off 
and decompose, they deplete the available 
oxygen in the Bay, which in turn can 
trigger massive fish die-offs, further 
polluting the Bay. Nothing in our 
ecosystem happens in a vacuum.  

 
This is my last monthly newsletter article, as I 
committed to writing one per month for a year. I hope 
they have been helpful.  

~ Elizabeth Claman for the AV Stormwater Committee 
 
 

Sally La Nutria Marina en Como 
Protegernos y la Bahía 

Durante esta sequia larga, coma basura, bolsas de 
plástico, colillas de cigarrillos, sedimentos y otros 
contaminantes se acumulan  en nuestras calles y 
banquetas, es importante hacer lo que podamos para 
limitar el daño que ocurra cuando las lluvias finalmente 
lleguen y laven todo en los drenajes pluviales. Aquí hay 
6 cosas que podemos hacer para ayudar:  

1. Barrer nuestras áreas de estacionamiento y 
pongan la basura en los botes cafeses. 

2. Levanten cualquier artículos que puedan cuando 
caminen alrededor de la Villa y tírenla apropiada 
mente, e incluyendo la popo de su perro.   

3. Sea muy consiente de no tirar nada en las 
cunetas o calles. Alguna basura que entra a la 
Bahía se puede confundir como comida por 
pescados, aves y varios mamíferos marinos que 
mueren o son seriamente dañados por eso.  

4. Continúe escogiendo las pesticidas menos 
toxicas para nuestra casa y patio.  

5. Evite cualquier posible fuente de sedimentos oh 
aguas de escorrentía de sedimentos.  

6. Debido a la sequía, nadie debería de lavar carros 
o regar sus yardas mucho, pero he visto 
evidencias que hay algunas personas que 
ignoran estas reglas. Haciendo esto no solo te 
pone en riesgo de una multa grande, pero 
también puede causar daño a la Bahía.  

 
Durante esta sequía, nuestra Bahía está 
especialmente vulnerable al daño, porque los niveles 
de agua en los arroyos cuales entran a la Bahía se 

están agotando por evaporación. Entonces el agua 
entrando a nuestra Bahía contiene una 
proporción más grande de contaminaciones 
al agua, cuales pueden causar la 
proliferación de algas. A medida que estas 
algas se mueren y se descompenses, agotan 
el oxígeno disponible en la Bahía, que a su 
vez puede desencadenar masivas 
mortandades de peces, además de 
contaminar la Bahía. Nada en nuestro 
ecosistema ocurre en el vacío. 
 
Este es mi último artículo mensual para el 
boletín, como me comprometí a  escribir 
uno por mes durante un año. Espero que les 
hayan ayudado.  

Elizabeth Claman de AV Comité de Aguas Pluviales.  
 
 

Global Permit Update 
On August 18, we met with the planning 
department to introduce our new General Manager 
and to follow up with the City to move the process 
forward.  With proper permits, the City is agreeable 
to solar installations. The City also advised us that 
the permit process is a little easier now.  We will no 
longer have to go to the design review board and the 
historical preservation committee.  We will only 
have to go to the historical preservation committee. 
We also discussed the hiring of the architect to 
design fence guidelines.  After the September Board 
Meeting we plan to post our entire global permit 
application on the Atchison Village web page for 
you to study. If you are interested in fences, you can 
also read last year's proposal to have an 
architectural firm assist in designing fence 
guidelines. You will need to sign up and sign in to 
www.atchisonvillage.org to view these documents. 

Karen Wargo, Planning Committee  
 

Actualizacion Del Permiso Global  
En Agosto 18, nos juntamos con el departamento de 
planificación para introducir a nuestra nueva 
Gerente General y para hacer un seguimiento con la 
Ciudad para que el proceso avance. Con los 
permisos adecuados, la Ciudad está de acuerdo con 
instalaciones solares. La ciudad también nos 
aconseja que el proceso de permisos es un poco más 
fácil ahora. Ya no vamos a tener que ir a la junta de 
revisión de diseño y el comité de preservación 
histórica. Sólo tendremos que ir a la comisión de 
preservación histórica. También hablamos sobre la 
contratación del arquitecto para diseñar directrices 
de la cerca. Después de la reunión de la Mesa 



Directiva en Septiembre tenemos la intención de 
publicar toda nuestra solicitud de permiso global en  
la página web Atchison Village para su estudio. Si 
usted está interesado en cercas, también se puede 
leer la propuesta del año pasado para tener una 
firma de arquitectos ayudar en el diseño de las 
directrices de la cerca. Usted tendrá que registrarse 
y acceder a www.atchisonvillage.org para ver estos 
documentos.  

Karen Wargo Comité de Planificacion 

 
Atchison Village Hall Committee Report 

Report by Gretchen Blais, Hall Committee Chair 
General Meeting August 13, 2014 

 
The Hall Committee has had several meetings and we 
have a long list of things we have discussed.  We have 
ideas for some changes; however, we are still in the 
exploration stage with feedback desired from more of 
the membership.  We have about $20,000 in the Hall 
Account.  We welcome ideas. I can be reached at 510-
318-2207 or at gblais@sbcglobal.net.  Following are 
some ideas we have been talking about.   
 

1. Hall Rental:  Atchison Village has a great hall 
and we have a need to generate more money for 
delayed maintenance.  Renting out the hall at 
market rates could benefit the entire community 
and possible help to keep our fees lower.  We 
are exploring this and will keep the membership 
informed as we gather information.  We are 
revising the Hall Application and Policy to fit 
outside rentals.  

2. New window coverings: We are exploring both 
repair and replacement.  If we choose to replace 
it has been suggested that we get something that 
blocks light and insulates the windows. 

3. Library doors:  The motion for $300 allocated 
for doors for the library would not do aesthetic 
justice to our building.  We are waiting to get a 
consultation from someone who specializes in 
doors. 

4. Creating storage: 
a.  Under the stage - There are some things 

under the stage, but if we put doors on 
the front of the stage and rollers to place 
things on we could push stored items 
under the stage and get to them easy.  
This could free up other space in the 
building for different uses. One thought 
is to store the items of the social club 
under the stage and use the storage room 
differently.  

b. Storage room off the stage - It could be 
reorganized and more shelves 

constructed to provide more effective 
use of space. 

5. Beautification: The area where tables and 
chairs are stored is not attractive.  Maybe we can 
find a new place to store them and repurpose 
that area so when we rent out the hall and people 
want to use the outside, it is more attractive  

6. Garbage can Storage:  Build or purchase 
attractive movable cabinets to store garbage cans 
and create a recycling process that people can 
use when using the Hall.   

7. Refrigerators and freezer:  Since they are old 
and are not energy efficient, consider replacing 
them with one refrigerator/freezer.  Does not 
need to be new.  

8.  Stove:  The stove was purchased in 2006 and 
cost $7,714.75.  It has needed lots of repairs 
since it was purchased and many times people 
are unable to use it.  Consider selling it and 
getting a more traditional stove for a lot less 
money.   

9. Repair of stage drapes: The drapes are in need 
of repair so research needs to be done to find 
someone who can do the job. 

10. Sound System:  The system we have now does 
not do the job, especially for people who have a 
hearing loss or even for those who use hearing 
aids.  It was suggested that we get an acoustic 
evaluation before we decide how to proceed.   

11. Fence:  Although the fence at the front of the 
Administration/Hall building is obviously on the 
outside, discussion has occurred regarding its 
appearance in terms of renting the hall.  
Replacement or removal of some and 
replacement of some parts of the fence has been 
discussed.  No decisions have been made.  

12. Hall Committee and Social Club:  The Hall 
committee wants to work with the Social Club 
regarding their needs and desires and the overall 
needs of the members and the hall.  We will 
continue to work with them to determine the 
best solutions to any issues that any of us see.   

Thank you for your patients as we 
explore various options.    

All comments and suggestions are 
welcome from anyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



T Shirts For 
Sale 
Check out the new 
line of Atchison 
Village t-shirts that 
are for sale in the 

office for only $12. We have three colors to choose 
from and the proceeds from the sale will go to 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors. What you wear will 
show you care! 
 
Camisetas a La Venta 
Echa un vistazo a la nueva línea de Atchison 
Village camisetas que están en venta en la oficina 
por sólo $ 12. Tenemos tres colores para elegir y el 
producto de la venta irá a Vecinos Ayudando a 
vecinos. ¡Lo que Usted use demostrara que a Usted 
le importa! 

Thank you to Megan Timberlake for her 
submission of an Atchison Village logo. 
 
 

Sewer Lateral Update ~ 
September 2014 
Our 2014 Sewer Lateral Replacement Project is 
moving forward despite multiple challenges. As of 
the beginning of September we have completed 
replacements for 66 units, half of the total number 
planned for this year. Here are the buildings that 
will be done over the next couple of weeks: 

16, 18, 20, 22 West Chanslor Court 
7, 9 West Chanslor Court 
6, 8, 10, 12 West Chanslor Court. 

 
When those units have been completed later in 
September, Terra Nova will start on the last section, 

which includes the 36 units in 13 buildings listed 
below. This is the largest section of this year’s 
project, and we estimate that work on it will 
continue well into October.  

155, 157, 159, 161 West Chanslor Ave. 
106, 116 Follett Street 
143, 145, 147, 149 West Chanslor Ave. 
124, 130 Follett Street 
132, 134 Follett Street 
148, 152 Follett Street 
136, 138, 140, 142 Follett Street 
144, 146 Follett Street 
160, 170 Follett Street 
134, 136 West Bissell Ave. 
138, 140 West Bissell Ave. 
126, 128, 130, 132 West Bissell Ave. 
144, 146, 148, 150 West Bissell Ave. 

 
Starting about two weeks before the sewer lines for 
buildings in your area will be replaced, you’ll 
receive a series of notifications and instructions. If 
you have a washing machine anywhere else but 
inside your housing unit that is already tied into 
the sewer system, please notify the office, so we 
can be sure that line will be replaced.  
 
Please be advised that Terra Nova has only been 
hired to replace already existing sewer lines. You 
may not ask them to do any other work for you. 
If you have a job you’d like them to do, such as 
installing a new sewer line or connection, or 
grinding down concrete in your patio, you can call 
them on your own after they have finished the 
big sewer job we hired them to do, which should 
be finished some time in October.  

~ Elizabeth Claman for the AV Sewer Lateral Committee 
 

 

Community Day Group Shot 
 
 
 



Board Contact Info 
(Please cut this out and save it. Contact a 
Board Officer in case of an emergency 
when the Office is closed.) 
 

Ron Kane – President 730-3099 
Luz Alvarez Martinez – Vice 
President 

444-3020 

Vicki Sawicki – Sec./Treas. 237-3987 
Karen Wargo  236-3611 
Katherine Bell Leave message 

in office 
Wendy Schwartz 774-9500 
Gretchen Blais 318-2209 
Laurie Wattell Leave message 

in office 
Mely Villicana 415-368-4339 
Karen Skowronek 235-7817 (6-

10 p.m.) 
 Mort Pimsler 224-7872 – 

messages only 
  
 

Motions For July 
 

MOTION RE07092014.02 to approve the agenda for 
July 9, 2014 as amended. The motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.03 to accept the new member 
for the following units: Unit 338, Oscar Martinez;  
Unit 615, Cathleen Cafferty; Unit 455, Christian Larson;  
Unit 418, Nancy Ewing; Unit 729, Anthony Longmire;  
Unit 220, Elena Oaks; Unit 760, Bruce Cheung; Unit 
301, Christine Dunaway, and Unit 658, Terry Baird. 
The motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.04 that AV awards the bid for 
the 2014 Sewer Project to Terra Nova.  The motion was 
unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.05 to pre-approve $100 for 

each Certificate of Compliance application for the 2014 
Sewer Project.  The motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.06 to pre-approve change 
orders to replace pre-existing sewer lines from sheds 
($500 if no concrete and $800 if concrete for the 2014 
Sewer Project. The motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.07 to pre-approve necessary 
relocations of key connections and/or lamp holes under 
sheds not to exceed $750 each for the 2014 Sewer 
Project. The motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.08 to approve the policy from 
Bay Risk in the amount of $114,766.00 for 2014. The 
motion was unanimous. 
 
MOTION RE07092014.15 to permit the General 
Manager to apply online for MCE Energy Saving 
Grants.  The motion passes. 
 
 

The Atchison Village Newsletter is published monthly by a 
member committee with board over-sight. Its purpose is to 
satisfy motion I-26 (1969) to provide the Village information 
to members. To fulfill that motion, the Newsletter Committee 
will edit articles for accuracy, clarity and length.  By Board 
instruction, we do not print opinion pieces, classifieds 
involving money or fictional writing. Please limit your article 
to 200 words or less. Translations in languages other than 
English are for your convenience only. In the event of a legal 
dispute, the English version will prevail. You may submit 
articles to the corporation office, or e-mail them to 
avmhc2@yahoo.com. Deadline: 25th of each month. 
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The 2014 Community Day was an overall success!  There were approximately 150 folks, diverse in age and ethnicity that 
came out for the day including families with their young children.  Five of our charter members attended:  Barbara Pohl, 
Winnie Wade, Ardie Broussard, Richard Roach and John Gerk.  A belated Happy Birthday to John.  He did us the 
honor of spending his birthday with us.   Kids’ activities were happening throughout the day beginning with a mosaic art 
project, thanks to volunteers, Patricia Gangwere and her son from the Richmond Art Center.   Katherine Bell had 20 
people sign up for a workshop to make mosaic stepping stones for our gardens as part of community day, workshop dates 
to be announced.  We had a huge piñata, donated by Madeline Marrow ; continuous soccer games going on in the field 
coached by Jonathan Mercado who grew up in AV and the  kids enjoyed playing badminton.    Every child, we hope, went 
home with a stuffed animal, thanks to a generous contribution from Janeth Radilla. 
The Community Day Committee conducted an evaluation and here is what was said:  “It was a great day.  People had a 
good time and the energy was good.”   “Great working with volunteers Madeline Marrow  and John Kendricks.”   “Lots 
of Latinos attended.”  “The hall looked very festive and colorful.” “The set-up crew came in ready to work and did a great 
job.”  “The skit was great and funny.  Thanks John K. for holding up signs so folks could see as well as hear.”   “Best 
thing about the skit was getting to work and rehearse with all the ‘actors’.  We all laughed so much and really had fun 
together.”  “Jose, Carolyn and Junior did great even though they were brought in at the last minute.”  “The skit made us 
think about a serious issue while we were laughing and 27 folks signed up for the training.”   “Katherine Gerk from 
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) from the City of Richmond did an amazing job.  She brought so many 
giveaways including 60 emergency kits, backpacks, flashlights, etc.  With all the new volunteers, Atchison Village can 
become an official emergency site.”  “The Cakewalk was great fun and all the Charter Members went home with a cake.”   
“Raffles added to the fun of event.”  “Historical DVD of Charter Members being shown in background was wonderful.”  
“Art activity was great.  The kids and their parents were very much involved.”  “The ‘best dish’ contest was fun.  Folks 
contributed a really good variety of dishes.  Congratulations to Alicia Becerra, the winner with 28 votes for her chicken 
mole.”    
 
The Committee would like to give special acknowledgement to the following members for their contribution to the day: 

·  We are very grateful to Marcos Alvarez for being the cook for the entire day! 
·  Jonathan L. for taking on the soccer coaching with very short notice. 
·  Jon Gordon for his DJ  
·  John Monks for providing the historical Atchison Village DVD. 
·  All the bakers that contributed cakes for the cakewalk. 
·  Alicia Becerra and the Social Club for organizing the cakewalk and supervising the piñata. 
·  Megan Timberlake for adding so much sparkle to the day and gifting us with her original Atchison Village song. 
·  A big apology to Nancy Ewing who volunteered to play the violin at Open Mic but could not wait.  Hopefully we 

will have the opportunity to invite her again.  
·  Valeria Valera for helping out with set-up, all through the day and clean-up. 
·  Susan Bernard for helping from the moment she arrived to the final clean-up. 
·  James Allen for climbing the tree without a ladder and hanging the piñata. 
·  The Hernandez family for providing a soccer ball at the last minute. 
·  Chris Baetge, who helped with set-up and took some really great photos. 
·  All of those that came in early for set-up, volunteered throughout the day and helped with clean-up:  Lisa Allen, 

Geri Veith, Rudolph Blackstock, Guri Dhingra, Zack Wear, Elizabeth Whipple.  So sorry if we missed 
anyone.   

·  Thank you to those who brought their own dishes and utensils towards making it a ‘green event’. 
 

Of course the committee also discussed what could work better and made a total of 26 recommendations for next year.  
Some of the most important are:  1) Change the date to late September to give new board more planning time.  2) Keep 
event the same weekend every year. 3) Need more volunteers at event and should continue to recruit from the membership 
to encourage “teamwork and cooperation”. 4) Have presentations, Open Mic and awards earlier in day.  3) AV should 
provide more food, maybe a large salad and other big dishes so we don’t run out so early.  4) Continue to work towards 
making the day a “green event.” 
  



If you would like to add your comments to the committee, please do so through the office.  The committee would be very 
interested in your input.  There is still time to join the earthquake Community Emergency Response Team Training.  
Contact Vicki Sawicki at 510-237-3987. 
 
PS:  We still have t-shirts for sale for $12 in the office.  Please come in and buy one for yourself or as a gift.   
 
THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR COMING OUT AND MAKING COMMUN ITY DAY A GREAT SUCCESS!  
 
Committee Members:  Ron Kane, Karen Skowronek, Vicki Sawicki, Katherine Bell, Gretchen Blais, Madeline 
Marrow, John Kendricks and Luz Alvarez Martinez.  
 
¡El Día de Comunidad 2014 era un éxito total! Había aproximadamente 150 gente, diversa en edad y pertenencia étnica y  
familias con sus ninos.   Cinco de nuestros miembros fundadores asistieron: Barbara Pohl, Winnie Wade,  Ardie 
Broussard, Richard Roach y John Gerk. Un Cumpleaños Feliz a John un poco tarde.   John nos hizo el honor de pasar el 
día  con nosotros. Las actividades de los niños pasaban a lo largo del día.  Comenzamos con un proyecto de arte mosaico, 
gracias a voluntarios Patricia Gangrwere y su hijo del Richmond Art Center.  Katherine Bell recluto a 20 personas para 
enseñar como hacer pasaderas mosaicos para nuestros jardines.  Fecha del taller se anuncia en el futuro. También tuvimos 
una piñata enorme, donada por Madeline Marrow; y los juegos de fútbol continuos en el campo entrenado por Jonathan 
Mercado que creció en Atchison Village.  Gracias a la familia Hernandez por el prestamo de un  fútbol.   Gracias a una 
contribución generosa de Janeth Radilla, cada niño reciibio un juguete de animal.  
 
 El Comité de Día de Comunidad condujo una evaluación y aquí está lo que fue dicho: “Esto era un gran día. La 
gente se divirtio y la energía estaba bien.”  “Agradecemos mucho los voluntarios Madeline Marrow y John Kendricks.”  
“Muchos Latinos asistieron.”  “El salón era muy festivo y vistoso.”  “El equipo de voluntarios entró listo a trabajar e hizo 
un gran trabajo.” “La parodia era muy chistoso.  Gracias a John Kendricks. para sostener signos tan la gente podrían ver 
así como oír.” “La mejor cosa sobre la parodia era ensayar con todos ‘los actores. Nos reímos tanto y realmente nos 
divertimos juntos.”  “Jose, Carolyn y Junior lo hicieron bien  aunque ellos empezaron ese mismo día .”  “La parodia nos 
hizo pensar en una cuestión seria mientras nos reíamos y 27 personas se inscribieron en el entrenamiento.”   Katherine 
Gerk de CERT (Equipo de Respuesta de Urgencia de Comunidad) de la Ciudad de Richmond hizo un trabajo 
extraordinario.. Ella trajo tantos regalos incluso 60 equipos de emergencia, mochilas, linternas, etc. Con todos los nuevos 
voluntarios, Atchison Village puede hacerse un sitio de emergencia oficial.” “El Cakewalk era un gran diversión y todos 
los Miembros Fundadores se fueron a casa con un pastel.”  “Las rifas fueron una diversión para todos. ”   “El DVD 
histórico de Miembros Fundadores mostrados en el fondo era maravilloso.”  “La actividad de arte era grande. Los niños y 
sus padres estuvieron muy involucrados.” “‘La competición del mejor plato era una diversión buena. La gente contribuyó 
una variedad de platos buenos. Felicitaciones a Alicia Becerra, la ganadora con 28 votos para su mole de pollo.” 
 
 El Comité le gustaría dar el reconocimiento especial a los miembros siguientes para su contribución hasta el día: 
¡• Estamos muy agradecidos a Marcos Alvarez por ser el cocinero para el día entero! 
• Jonathan Mercado para tomar el liderazgo de fútbol con aviso muy corto. 
• Jon Gordon para su papel de DJ.  
• John Monks por prestat su DVD histórico de Atchison Village. 
• Todos los panaderos que contribuyeron pasteles para el cakewalk. 
• Alicia Becerra y el Club Social para organizar el cakewalk y supervisar la piñata. 
• Megan Timberlake que brillaba en su persona, y nos canto su canción original de Atchison Village. 
Le debemos una disculpa grande a Nancy Ewing quién  ofreció a tocar el violín en Open Mic 
 pero no podía esperar.  Tal vez  tendremos la oportunidad de invitarla otra vez. 
• Valeria Valera para echar una mano desde temprano, hasta el final del día y la limpieza. 
• Susan Bernard para ayudar desde el momento que ella llegó hasta el ultimo momento de la limpieza. 
• James Allen para subir el árbol sin una escalera y colgar la piñata. 
• Chris Baetge, que ayudó con alistando todo al principio y por tomar algunos fotos bellos. 
• Y a todos que vinieron temprano para asistir, y ayudaron durante el día, y hasta la limpieza:  Lisa Allen, Geri Veith, 
Rudolph Blackstock, Guri Dhingra, Zack Wear, Elizabeth Whipple. Tan lamentable si nos olvidamos  a alguien.   
• Gracias a todos que trajeron sus propios platos y utensilios para fomentar un evento verde. 
 
 Por supuesto el comité también habló de lo que podemos hacer mejor e hizimos 26 recomendaciones para el 
próximo año.  Algunos más importantes son: 1) Cambiar la fecha a  septiembre para darle a la nueva mesa directiva más 
tiempo de planificación. 2) Guarde el mismo fin de semana cada año. 3) Necesitamos más voluntarios y deberíamos 
seguir  reclutando  los miembros para animar “trabajo en equipo y cooperación”. 4) Tener las presentaciones, ‘Open Mic’ 



y presentar los premios más temprano.  3) AV debería proporcionar más comida, tal vez una ensalada grande y otros 
platos grandes para no faltar de comida tan temprano. 4) Seguir fomentando por un evento verde.   
 
 Si le gustaria añadir sus comentarios al comité, por favor hagalos por la oficina. El comité estaría muy interesado 
en sus ideas.  Todavía hay  tiempo para afiliarse a la Formación de Equipo de Respuesta de Urgencia de Comunidad de 
terremoto. Póngase en contacto con Vicki Sawicki.  510-237-3987 
 
PS: todavía tenemos camisetas de venta para $12 en la oficina.   Compra una para usted o como un regalo. 
 
¡MUCHISIMAS GRACIAS A TODOS QUE ASISTIERON EN EL DIA DE LA COMUNIDAD Y HACIENDOLO  UN 
GRAN ÉXITO!  
 
Miembros del  Comité: Ron Kane, Karen Skowronek, Vicki Sawicki,  Katherine Bell, Gretchen Blais, Madeline Marrow, 
John Kendricks y Luz Alvarez Martinez. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


