
Little Blacktail Ranch Water District
Cross Connection Control Ordinance No. 2014-001


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL FOR THE LITTLE BLACKTAIL RANCH WATER DISTRICT, BONNER COUNTY, IDAHO; PROVIDING FOR THE PREVENTION OF CROSS CONNECTION CONTAMINATION; PRESCRIBING METHODS OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION; AND PROVIDING FOR INSPECTIONS, ASSESSMENT OF VIOLATIONS, AND APPLICATION OF PENALTIES.

LITTLE BLACKTAIL RANCH WATER DISTRICT
Bonner County, Idaho

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE LITTLE BLACKTAIL RANCH WATER DISTRICT, BONNER COUNTY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS: 


Section 1: PURPOSE

The purpose of this Ordinance, in conjunction with the Idaho Rules for Public Drinking Water Systems, IDAPA 16.01.08, is to protect public health by the control and prevention of actual and potential cross connections by requiring the proper installation of service lines, by periodic inspection and by regulating plumbing within premises or to the public water system itself.  An additional purpose is to maintain a continuing program of cross connection control, which will prevent the contamination of all potable water delivered by the water system of the Water District.

Section 2: APPLICABILITY

This Ordinance applies throughout the Water District and outside of the Water District limits to every user and to every premises, whether residential commercial or governmental, and the owners and occupants thereof served by the water system of the Water District.  Every owner and occupants of any premises covered by this policy is responsible for compliance with its terms and shall be strictly liable for all damages incurred as a result of failure to comply with the express terms and provisions contained herein.

Section 3: DEFINITIONS

As used herein, underlined terms shall have the meanings provided in this section. Words of the masculine gender shall be deemed and construed to include correlative words of the feminine and neuter genders, and vice versa. Words imparting the singular number shall include the plural numbers and vice versa, unless the context shall otherwise indicate.

Auxiliary Water Supply: Any water source or system other than the water system of the water district that may be available in buildings or anywhere on the premises.

Backflow: The flow, other than in the intended direction of flow, of any foreign liquids, gases, or substances into the distribution system of the public water supply as a result of reduced or reversed pressure.

Backflow Assembly Tester (BAT): a technician certified and duly licensed in the state of Idaho for the purpose of conducting field performance tests, maintenance and/or repairs of approved backflow assemblies in order to certify proper operation in accordance with IDAPA Rule 58.01.08.

Backflow Prevention Assembly:  An assembly to counteract back pressures or prevent back siphonage such as a Double Check Valve Assembly (DCVA), a Pressure Vacuum Breaker Assembly (PVBA), a Reduced Pressure Backflow Assembly (RPBA), or a Spill-Resistant Pressure Vacuum Breaker Assembly (SVBA) used for the protection of the public water supply. For new construction or replacement, the specific assembly shall be on the current approval list published by the University of Southern California Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC Foundation)

Backflow Prevention Device:  A device such as an Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker (AVB) which does not contain valves or test ports, or method such as an air gap utilized to prevent cross connections to a public water supply.

Contamination:  The entry into or presence in the public water supply of any foreign liquids, gases, or substances, which may be deleterious to the health and/or quality of water.

Cross Connection:  A cross connection is defined as any actual or potential connection or piping arrangement between a public or a consumer’s potable water system and any other source or system through which it is possible to introduce into any part of the potable water system used water, water from any source other than an approved public water system, industrial fluid, gas or substance other than the intended potable water with which the system is supplied.  Cross connections include bypass arrangements, jumper connections, removable sections, swivel or change-over devices and other temporary or permanent devices which, or because of which backflow can or may occur. Common examples include in-ground water systems, boiler-type heating systems, stock watering systems, and interconnection with alternate sources of water.

Public Water System:  Any system of water supply, including source, treatment, storage, transmission and distribution facilities where the water is furnished to at least (15) service connections, regardless of the number of water sources or configuration of the distribution system, or regularly serves an average of at least twenty-five (25) individuals daily at least sixty (60) days out of the year.
 
Water District: An instrumentality of the State of Idaho created by the Director, as provided in Idaho Code § 42-604, for the purpose of performing the essential governmental function of distribution of water among appropriators under Idaho law.  

Section 4: UNLAWFUL CONTAMINATION OR CROSS CONNECTION
 
It is unlawful for the owner, tenant, occupant, or other users of the Little Blacktail Ranch Water District’s water to introduce or permit the introduction of pollution or contamination of any kind into the public water system.  It is unlawful for any person to install or maintain any cross connection with the District’s water supply system.

Section 5: PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLY

No water service connection to any premises shall be installed or continued in use by the Little Blacktail Ranch Water District unless the water supply is protected by backflow prevention devices whenever required by this Ordinance or by rules or standards adopted by an agency of the State of Idaho.  All cross-connections, whether or not they are controlled by automatic devices such as check valves or by hand-operated mechanisms such as gate valves or stop-cock, are prohibited.

Section 6: USE OF BACKFLOW PREVENTION DEVICES OR ASSEMBLIES

Backflow prevention devices or assemblies shall be installed by any user of the District’s water where the nature and extent of the activities conducted or materials used or stored on the premises would present an immediate and dangerous hazard to health and/or be deleterious to the quality of the District’s water supply and it can be reasonably expected that such activities or materials may be introduced into the District’s water supply without use of an appropriate backflow prevention device.  Even if a cross connection does not exist at present, a backflow prevention device or assembly shall be installed under special circumstances that may be deemed potentially hazardous to the district’s water supply without use of a backflow prevention device, as determined by the Licensed Cross Connection Control (CCC) Coordinator contracted with the Water District.

Section 7: INSPECTIONS 

All customer systems shall be open for inspection at all reasonable times to authorized representatives of the Little Blacktail Ranch Water District to enable the District to ascertain the existence of cross connections whenever there is reasonable cause to believe that a cross connection may exist.
A. If backflow prevention devices or assemblies are found to be necessary, the consumer shall have the required devices or assembles installed within a period of three (3) months following the date of notification.  Upon installation of such a device or assembly, the consumer will be required to hire a backflow prevention assembly tester to inspect the backflow prevention device.  It shall be the responsibility of the consumer at such premises to arrange and pay for inspections and operational tests. The licensed tester or the consumer must submit in writing the results of this test to the Water District.
B. The consumer at any premises, or any nature, having a backflow prevention assembly installed, and receiving water through the District’s system, will be required to hire a backflow prevention assembly tester to inspect the backflow prevention device annually. It shall be the responsibility of the consumer at such premises to arrange and pay for inspections and operational tests.  The licensed tester or the consumer must submit in writing the results of this test to the Water District.  
C. If the backflow prevention assembly passed the field test, then the consumer shall ensure a passing field test report form has been submitted to the Water District within twenty (20) calendar days of performing the field test.  If the backflow prevention assembly is defective or fails to pass the field test, then the consumer shall ensure a failing field test report form has been submitted to the Water District immediately if possible, or no later than five(5)business days.   Whenever the backflow prevention devices or assemblies are found to be defective, they shall be scheduled for repair, overhaul, or replacement at the customer’s expense, within no more than ten (10) business days of the date of inspection.  If the failed backflow device or assembly cannot be repaired, overhauled, or replaced, or if the homeowner refuses to correct the deficiency, then the Water District shall discontinue water service to the premises.  If the customer is unable to correct the deficiency, due to financial or other reasons, then the Water District shall, upon request of the customer, schedule for installation an approved backflow preventer device and have the device inspected by a certified Backflow Assembly Tester for the purpose of premises isolation that is commensurate with the degree of hazard. The costs incurred by the District for the device, installation, and testing will be added to the homeowner’s, occupant’s, or tenant’s regular water bill to be prorated no more than 12 months beginning with the first bill after the district incurs costs for the installation and testing of the backflow preventer device.
D. Backflow prevention inspections must include performance tests according to the test requirements conducted by the University of Southern California Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC Foundation).
E. Backflow prevention inspections and testing must be performed by a tester holding a current, valid license issued by the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses (IBOL).
F. No water shall be delivered to any structure hereafter built within the District’s boundaries until the same has been inspected by an authorized representative of the District for possible cross connections, and has been free of the same.
G. The backflow assembly and the double-check valve assembly shall be inspected annually or more often when successive inspections indicate failure at the sole expense of the member of the District.

Section 8: TYPE OF PROTECTION DEVICES/ASSEMBLIES REQUIRED

The type of protection device or assembly required shall depend on the degree of hazard that exists.
A. Appropriate and adequate backflow prevention assembly types for various facilities, fixtures, equipment, and use of water shall be selected from the latest edition of the Pacific Northwest Section AWWA (American Water Works Association), Cross Connection Control Manual.  
B. The selected assembly manufacturer model number must be included on the University of Southern California Foundation for Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research (USC Foundation) “List of Approved Assemblies” and must comply with local ordinances.
C. All replacement parts and components shall meet original manufacturer’s specifications or otherwise be approved by the USC Foundation as replacement parts or components.  The design, material, or operational characteristics of any assembly must not be altered during maintenance or repair.
D. All atmospheric vacuum breakers used shall be marked approved either by the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) or by the American Society of Sanitation Engineers (ASSE).
E. An adequate air-gap separation shall be installed where the public water supply may be contaminated with sewage, industrial waste of a toxic nature, or other contaminants 
F. In the case of a substance which may be objectionable but not hazardous to health, a double check valve assembly, a reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly, or an air-gap separation device shall be installed, unless otherwise recommended by the licensed Cross Connection Coordinator.
G. The backflow prevention devices or assemblies required by this Policy shall be installed at or near the meter or “in-premise” installation when recommended by the Cross Connection Control Coordinator.  The device or assembly shall be located so as to be readily accessible for maintenance and testing where no part of the device or assembly will be potentially submerged.


Section 9:  PLAN REVIEW

All backflow prevention assemblies, which are required to be installed, shall be shown and specified on all required building and engineering plans.  District approval of the intended assembly installation is required prior to water service being provided by the District.  

Section 10: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

A. If the customer fails to cooperate in the installation, maintenance, testing, repair, or inspection of backflow devices/assemblies required by this Policy, then the Water District shall take action commensurate with the degree of hazard. The costs for any installation, repair, and/or testing incurred by the district shall be added to the homeowner’s, occupant’s, or tenant’s customer’s regular water bill to be prorated no more than 12 months beginning with the first bill after the district incurs costs for any action taken to enforce this policy. 
B. If contamination of the Little Blacktail Ranch Water District’s water system occurs as a consequence of a system user failing to comply with provision of this Policy, or should the District incur any other costs, claims, or expenses as a direct result of the user, the user shall indemnify the District for all claims and costs and the user shall be responsible for all costs of decontamination and remediation of the damages caused thereby.  Failure to pay said costs or expenses within thirty (30) days of written demand on the part of the District can result in an immediate levy against the property of the user with all amounts being attached as a lien to the property.  Special consideration may be given, as determined by the Board of Directors of the Little Blacktail Ranch Water District, in cases where it is clear that the customer made every effort to comply with this policy, but a contamination from their premises resulted due to events outside their control.
C. The user may be assessed a penalty for each day the user is in violation of this policy.

Section 11: SEVERABILITY
The provisions of the Policy are hereby declared to be severable, and if any provision is declared invalid for any reason, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Policy.

Section 12: EFFECTIVE DATE

That this Policy shall be effective upon passage and publication as provided by law.


PASSED AND APPROVED this 15 day of September 2014
Little Blacktail Ranch Water District, Bonner County, Idaho 

Board of Directors:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Dale Johnson	(President & Secretary)
Carter Sandahl	(Vice-President)
Susan Burrow	(Treasurer)
Ronee Gray	(Scribe & Member at Large)
Fred Meyer	(Member at Large)
-4-
