

BPHNA Monthly Meeting September 2018
MINUTES

President Liz McConnell called meeting to order.

Introductions: Officers Liz, Justin, and Donna, Residents Peter, Nell, Alex, Doris, Sharon, Kesten, Nate, and Charlie, APD Community Liaison Sharon, and Wideleine, Smart Trips.  Sign-in Sheet circulated.

Minutes reviewed and accepted unanimously.

Smart Trips Austin presentation by Wideleine Desir Partnership between City of Austin and Cap Metro. From Airport to 7th to Cherrywood (Wilshire) to I35. Reduce car trips. Walk, bike, or use transit instead.  Toolkits available to promote active transportation. Staging events. Walking tours with Six Square. Group bike rides with BikeAustin, Cherrywood NA. Came to also gather ideas from us or see if we want to participate.  Liz will set up a last Thurs in Oct social with Smart Trips to include senior Access bus.

Nate reported OCEAN OCEAN didn’t have a quorum.  Nate didn’t make it to the Urban Renewal Board. 

Sharon with APD. Gearing up for Blue Santa – if you know children/families in need turn them on to Blue Santa.  This Sat Sept. 29 is Natl Night Out kick-off party at Reagan HS.  Then Tues is National Night Out Oct. 7. Austin Health Commons is on Sat & Sun, Oct 13 & 14 for Truth, Racial Healing, Transformation.  Free at HT.

Resident Alex at 2003 Tillotson (10 years there). He and his wife want to fix up the house – they both work from home and have two dogs.  Want to modify home to add an Accessory Dwelling Unit – granny flat/alley flat.  College house area has smaller lots.  Alex house is 350 square feet below the minimum lot size for an ADU.  Alex is an architect.  Presented 850 square foot ADU schema.  Current house is 950 square feet. City requirement – 25-foot set back in front; 10-foot set back in the back unless alley – then just 5-foot set back; 5-foot setback on sides. Discussion from neighbors was robust.  Board of Adjustments meets once a month. Liz read letter drafted by David Thomas previous Pres of BPHNA for previous owner of this property who wanted a variance – Justin moved that BPHNA provide a letter based on that one to give to Alex in support of his ADU compliant with existing City code. 9 voted in favor, 4 abstained, 0 opposed.
Motion passed. Liz will supply letter.

Discussion of need to form a committee to revisit Neighborhood Plan with particular emphasis on ADU’s, property taxes, intention of helping people have the right to stay, and also what to require of developers. Donna moved to create a subcommittee to revisit Neighborhood Plan.  Kesten seconded.  All in favor.  BPHNA formed a committee to revisit the Neighborhood Plan.

Owners of Hillside Farmacy want historic zoning.
2405 Bryan Street – demolition permit approved.  Could it be moved? Let’s put in code, how to encourage keeping houses – not demolishing, and 
Colina West development talked with us, GAIN, and East Cesar Chavez

Social Tues Oct 2 Natl Night Out at New Lincoln Missionary Baptist Church at 6 PM– Rick will bring chicken, we’ll provide sides, he’ll also bring coolers and drinks, Gourmands will bring a big salad. Discussion of financing – contribution to Rick to give to church $250. And give donations to Rick. People will bring sides.  Come at 5:30 to set up.

Fri Sept. 28 – Eric Holder at HT on Redistricting in Texas

Mon Oct 1 District 1 Candidate Forum at 7 PM at Wesley UMC

Oct 16 UT Community Engagement Center Front Porch Gathering “Pursuing Social and Economic Equity Through Innovation”

CoA Office of Historic Preservation – Tx State Grant Opportunity.  Due Oct 3 to CoA.  Due to State late Oct/Nov.  Nell doesn’t want her house on that list.

Get Toolkit ideas from Office of Historic Preservation & from UT Community Engagement 

Run for Right to Stay Floated.  Thumbs up to that.

Meeting Adjourned.
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